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Villiers provides a broad and balanced 
education within a caring community. 
Our aim is to develop life and learning 
skills in order to face the challenges 
ahead with awareness and integrity.

About Villiers School
Villiers is a co-educational boarding and day school, catering for 
students between the age of 12 and 18. We pride ourselves on the 
family-like atmosphere in the school and the ‘Villiers Family’ is 
central to our school spirit. 

Villiers management and staff promote inclusive, yet independent education, so that 
each student reaches their true potential, in a manner suited to each individual, in an 
environment that engenders growth on an academic, cultural, and social level. 

Villiers is proud to offer students the opportunity to be part of a challenging international 
educational environment in a modern and distinctively Irish setting. 

Villiers School is the only boarding school in Ireland that offers senior 
students a choice between the Irish Leaving Certificate and the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP).

Approximately 15% of senior cycle students in Villiers School pursue the IBDP each year.

Boarders account for 25% of the student body, with the rest living locally. International 
students and families represent approximately 15% of our student body, with more than 
40 countries represented.
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Junior Cycle

CORE SUBJECTS
 •  English

 •  Mathematics

 •  Modern Foreign Language – French / German 
/ Spanish

 •  Irish (Gaeilge) / English as an Additional 
Language (EAL)

 •  History

 •  Geography

 •  Science

 •  Religious Education

CHOICE SUBJECTS (Choose 2)
 •  Visual Art

 •  Home Economics

 •  Business Studies

 •  Graphics

 •  Applied Technology

 •  Music

 •  Classics

WELLBEING PROGRAMME
 •  Civic, Social and Political Studies

 •  Physical Education

 •  Social, Personal and Health Education

 •  Digital Wellbeing & Media Literacy

The Junior Cycle Programme is a three-year programme 
for students aged 12-15, which begins in Form I and is 
completed at the end of Form III. 

Students study eight core subjects, and choose two optional 
subjects, in addition to engaging in a wellbeing programme 
of non-examinable subjects. Ten academic subjects are 
examined at the end of Form III, results of which are 
included in the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.

VILLIERS DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL

Location
Villiers School is located in 
Limerick, the third largest 
city in Ireland. 
Nestled in the idyllic suburbs of the North 
Circular Road, Villiers is only 2 km from 
the city centre. There are direct bus links 
to Limerick City from two international 
airports, and Villiers is only 20 minutes to 
drive from Shannon Airport, and 2.5 hours 
from Dublin Airport. 

Limerick

Cork

Dublin

Villiers School



Transition Year (TY)

The aim of the TY Programme is to promote the 
personal, emotional, social, aesthetic, vocational 
and educational development of students and 
to prepare them for their role as autonomous, 
participative, and responsible members of 
society. 

At Villiers, there is a strong emphasis on guiding 
students towards taking responsibility for their 
own learning. Active and experimental learning 
strategies help students to develop a range 
of transferable critical thinking and creative 
problem-solving skills, enabling students to 
broaden their educational experiences beyond 
the classroom.

All students in the Villiers School Transition 
Year Programme study a combination of core 
curriculum subjects, choice subjects, modules, 
options, and outdoor pursuits. All TY students 
also participate in Physical Education, a Social, 
Personal and Health Education Programme and a 
Careers Programme, which includes two weeks of 
practical work experience.

All TY students at Villiers School are encouraged 
to participate in as many elements of the 
programme as possible to get the best from their 
TY experience.

CORE SUBJECTS
 •  English

 • Mathematics

 •  Modern European Language – French / 
German / Spanish

 • Irish (Gaeilge) / Irish Cultural Studies

CHOICE SUBJECTS
 •  Japanese

 •  Chinese

 •   Italian

 •   Biology

 •  Chemistry

 •  Physics

 •   Applied Mathematics

 •   Agricultural Science

 •   Home Economics

 •  Art

 •   History

 •   Geography

 •  Religious Education

 •   Politics and Society

 •   Music

 •  Economics

 •  Business

 •  Accounting

 •   Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
(LCVP)

 •  Construction Studies

 •   Design and Communication Graphics

 •  Technology

The Transition Year (TY) Programme is a one-year 
programme for students aged 15-16, which acts as a bridge 
between the teacher led learning associated with the Junior 
Cycle and the more independent learning environment 
associated with Senior Cycle.

MODULES AND OPTIONS
 •  Transition Year Drama

 •  Villiers Fashion Show

 •  Student Enterprise Competition

 •  Model United Nations

 •  Global Schools

 •  Introduction to Origami and Kirigami

 •  Junk Kouture Design Competition

 •  Redsokz School Magazine

 •  Green Schools Programme

 •  Whizzkids Multimedia Training

 •  An Gaisce President’s Award

 •  Foróige Leadership for Life Programme

 •  Active Schools Programme 

 •  Transition Year Community Group

 •  Sports Science 

 •  Diplôme d’Études en Langue  
Française (DELF)

 •  Introduction to Drumming

OUTDOOR PURSUITS
 •  Overnight Outdoor Pursuits Trip 

 •  Day Trips

 •  Team Building

 •  Orienteering

 •  Hiking

 •  Surfing

 •  Mountain Biking 

 •  Kayaking

 •  Equestrian

Pre-IB Experiences  
in Transition Year 

Within the Transition Year programme, students are 
encouraged and facilitated to consider the options 
available to them for senior cycle at Villiers. 

Transition Year courses with an IB-tailored curriculum 
will be offered to eligible students in their core subjects. 

 •  Pre-IB English
 •  Pre-IB Mathematics (Applications & Interpretations)

Students are also encouraged to continue their studies 
in Language Acquisition.

Additional preparatory experiences for the IB core are 
also offered in Transition Year.

 •  The Extended Essay (EE)
 •  Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
 •  Community, Activity, Service (CAS)

No formal Pre-IB certification will be issued at the end 
of Transition Year, however, students will have had the 
opportunity to gain experience in the approaches to 
teaching and learning at the heart of the IB Diploma 
Programme, to engage with relevant subject teachers, 
and to gain valuable insight into their future subject 
choices and core experiences. 
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Leaving Certificate

CORE SUBJECTS
 •  English

 •  Mathematics

 •  Modern European Language – French / 
German / Spanish

 •  Irish (Gaeilge)

CHOICE SUBJECTS (Choose 3 or 4)
 •  Japanese

 •  Biology

 •  Chemistry

 •  Physics

 •  Applied Mathematics

 •  Agricultural Science

 •  Home Economics

 •  Art

 •  History

 •  Geography

 •  Religious Education

 •  Politics and Society

 •  Music

 •  Economics

 •  Business

 •  Accounting

 •  Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
(LCVP)

 •  Construction Studies

 •  Design and Communication Graphics

 •  Technology

 •  Physical Education

Students aged 16-18 who choose the Irish Leaving 
Certificate Programme follow a two-year course of study in 
preparation for the Leaving Certificate Examinations, which 
is a long-established concluding examination of post-primary 
education in Ireland and is the main basis upon which places 
in Irish third-level institutes are allocated.

In Villiers, we offer a broad curriculum that supports the academic and personal development of each 
student to maximise their abilities. Students can study six to eight subjects, with the majority of students 
choosing to study seven. 

Preparing students for 
higher education or 
apprenticeship, nationally 
and internationally.



IB Diploma Programme (DP)

The International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme (IBDP) at Villiers School offers highly 
motivated learners the opportunity to study and 
flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally, and 
ethically in Villiers’ unique and supportive family 
atmosphere.

Villiers was officially authorised to offer the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
(IBDP) and became an IB World School in March 
2017, becoming only the second school in Ireland 
to offer IB education, and the only boarding 
school offering the choice of Leaving Certificate 
or IBDP. 

Villiers School is fortunate to have growing 
numbers of students joining our DP class from a 
variety of cultures, backgrounds, and experiences, 
all of which adds to the intrinsic diversity that we 
value and foster within our school community. 
We currently have 18 nationalities represented 
within the DP in Villiers. 

Villiers believes in a shared IB Schools philosophy: 
a commitment to high quality, challenging, 
international education for all its students. 
Academic excellence is a process of both formal 
and informal education, which traverses all 
programmes at Villiers School. It is intended that 
Villiers students will see education, in its’ wider 
context, as a limitless and unending process to be 
enjoyed for a lifetime.

DP SUBJECT OPTIONS
IBDP Students choose one subject from each of 
Groups 1-6 below, for a total of six IB subjects. 
Students study three subjects at Higher Level (HL) 
and three subjects at Standard Level (SL).

GROUP 1 
STUDIES IN LANGUAGE  
AND LITERATURE
Language and Literature A courses are intended 
for a student’s native language. 
 •  Language and Literature A (English)
 •  Language A (School-Supported Self-Taught)

GROUP 2 
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Language B courses are intended for students 
who have had some previous experience of 
learning the language. They may be studied at 
either higher level or standard level.
 •  English B
 •  French B
 •  German B
 •  Spanish B
 
Language ab initio courses are for beginners. 
These courses are only available at standard level.
 •  French ab initio
 •  Spanish ab initio

Established in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) 
Diploma Programme (DP) is taught to students aged 16-19. 

The DP was established to provide students with a balanced 
education, facilitate geographic and cultural mobility and 
to promote international understanding. The programme 
aims to develop students who have excellent breadth and 
depth of knowledge (www.ibo.org).
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GROUP 3 
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES
 •  Business and Management
 •  Economics
 •  History
 •  Geography

GROUP 4 
SCIENCES 
 •  Biology
 •  Chemistry
 •  Physics
 •  Sports, Exercise & Health Science 

GROUP 5 
MATHEMATICS
 •  Mathematics: Applications &  

Interpretations SL

GROUP 6 
THE ARTS 
 •  Visual Arts 
 •  or another subject from Groups 2-4

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS /  
PAMOJA EDUCATION
To further augment the range of subjects 
available, Villiers has also established links with 
Pamoja Education (www.pamojaeducation.
com). Subjects studied through Pamoja Education 
incur an additional charge.



Boarding at Villiers School
At Villiers School, our vibrant boarding community 
lies at the heart of our school. 

The school is home to approximately 160 
boarders aged between 12 and 19. We have 
four boarding houses, all of which are part of a 
renovation and upgrading project which began in 
2020 and which we aim to complete in 2024.

 •  Barrington House 
 •  Lansdowne House 
 •  Glendower House 
 •  Riverview House 

Accommodation varies slightly in each dormitory, 
and typically boarders are accommodated within 
rooms that accommodate between 4-8 students. 

Under the expert care of dedicated house 
parents, boarders are encouraged to develop 
academically, socially and to participate in all 
aspects of their extracurricular life. Our school 
nurses are also on hand to care for the pupils’ 
welfare and practical needs whilst in our care.

The essence of Villiers is our inclusive family-
based community. Students are thoroughly 
immersed in the Villiers family. We are 
wholeheartedly committed to providing a safe, 
caring, welcoming and friendly atmosphere. This 
is an environment where both individuality and 
community mindedness can flourish.

Boarding enables our students to gain individual 
autonomy while simultaneously learning to 
live and interact with others. Our aim is for our 
boarding graduates to complete their Villiers 
journey as young adults, who are confident 
in their ability to communicate readily and 
easily with those from different cultures and 
backgrounds. Boarding students are ready to 
take their place in an interconnected, globalised 
world.

 

At Villiers, we are extremely proud of the rich cultural diversity 
of our boarding house, which, although predominately Irish, 
enjoys and celebrates the cultural richness of students from 
many nationalities, making us a great choice for boarding 
school in Ireland.
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Extracurricular 
Activities 

SPORTS
The main outdoor sports in Villiers are Hockey and Rugby, which are played competitively. 
Other popular sports are Basketball, Soccer and Badminton.

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
At Villiers, we have clubs and societies to suit many varied student interests. These vary 
year to year depending on student interest.

OPPORTUNITIES
Students have the opportunity to participate in many activities and trips which seek to 
provide personal and educational development and fun!

We pride ourselves in offering a wide range of 
extracurricular activities to suit every student. We 
encourage our boarders and day pupils to be active in 
our activities throughout their school week. 
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AFTER-SCHOOL SPORTS
 •  Hockey

 •  Rugby

 •  Basketball

 •  Soccer (seasonal)

 •  Badminton

 •  Table Tennis

 •  Cricket (seasonal)

 •  Athletics (seasonal)

 •  Conditioning

 •   Equestrian (offsite)

 •  Tennis (offsite)

LUNCHTIME CLUBS
 •  Science Club

 •  Maths Club

 •  Philosophy Club

 •  LGBTQI+ Alliance

 •  People of Colour Alliance (POCA)

 •  Student Council

 •  Reading Club

 •  Environment Club

 •  School Choir

 •  Creative Writing Club

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
 •  Craft Club

 •  Crocheting/Knitting Club

 •  Chef/Cookery Club

 •  Model United Nations (MUN)

 •  Chess Club

 •  Gardening Club

 •  Global Schools

MUSIC LESSONS (Additional Fees)
 •  Violin

 •  Piano

 •  Voice

 •  Guitar

 •  Drums

 •  Theory of Music

SCHOOL TRIPS
 •  Educational Trips

 •  Extracurricular Trips

 •  Overseas Trips

  –  Language Immersion and Cultural 
Exchanges

  – Annual Ski Trip

  – Sports Tours (Rugby / Hockey)

  – Model United Nations (MUN)



All non-native English speakers in Villiers benefit 
from additional English tuition. A team of 
dedicated English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) teachers provide individual and small-
group language tuition. Exam preparation for 
Cambridge English Qualifications is also available.

We also embrace the richness that diverse 
languages and cultures add to a school. Having a 
culturally diverse student body from Europe, the 
Americas, Africa, Asia, and Oceania ensures that 
international mindedness is at the heart of the 
Villiers’ experience. Time spent in Villiers provides 
opportunities to learn individual responsibility 
and respect as part of a school environment 
which is at once both local and global, and 
where each unique individual is acknowledged 
and recognised as part of an interdependent 
community, where difference is cherished.

EDUCATIONAL GUARDIANSHIP
All of our international students are required to 
have an Irish resident educational guardian while 
studying in Villiers. In effect, guardians act in loco 
parentis. For overseas parents/guardians with 
no prior connection to Ireland, a professional 
guardian agency is essential to assist with the 
general well-being of the student. 

HEALTH INSURANCE
Prospective students from within the EU will 
need to apply for the European Health Insurance 
Card (EHIC) prior to them arriving in Ireland. This 
insurance will allow the holder to access health 
care services when travelling to another EU or 
EEA country. 

Medical insurance for non-EU international 
students is a student visa requirement.

International
Students
Villiers is home to students from almost 40 countries. As an 
English-speaking school in an English-speaking country, we 
understand that for many international students who attend 
Villiers, studying in a native English-speaking environment 
is an important part of the education-abroad experience. 
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Our students have opportunities to 
participate, grow and excel in an energetic 
and vibrant community. All that we do 
is guided by our core values – integrity, 
determination, responsibility, kindness, 
international mindedness and a positive 
attitude towards life.

For admissions enquiries please call or email us
Phone +353 61 451 447
Mail admissions@villiers-school.com

Inclusive
International
Innovative

VILLIERS DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL

Celebrating 200 years



 

VILLIERS SCHOOL 
North Circular Road, Limerick, V94 F983, Ireland.

Phone +353 61 451 447 
Mail admissions@villiers-school.com

www.villiers-school.com
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