
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

  

It is finally time to say goodbye to the cold temperatures and 
the heavy winter coats. Instead say hello to the warmer sun 
and the picnics in the park. Spring has sprung, and with that, 
we have plenty more news to share with you! With the 
restrictions relaxing, this Spring term has been action 
packed.  
We are looking forward to share with you Villiers affairs and 
everything else to do with this time of the year! We are 
happy to welcome you back to the Spring Red Sokz edition 
and hope you enjoy! 
By Lizzie Phythian  



 
 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 

JUNK KOUTURE 
By Alanna Coughlan  

Junk Kouture is a television fashion competition for secondary school students, 
where participants design, create and model fashion made from recycled 
items.  Six outfits were entered from Villiers.  

To create our outfits we were allowed to work alone or in a group of two or 
three. We had roughly 4 months to complete the outfit. Over the course of this 
project we were collecting materials and began to start making the outfit. 

Once we completed our outfits, we were asked that one person in the group 
must model the outfit for a photoshoot. This photoshoot took place on Villiers 
school grounds. Models were asked to do their make-up and hair and be 
DRAMATIC - ‘The crazier the better!’   

It’s such an amazing experience to take part in Junk Kouture.  

We are very lucky this year; unfortunately not all 6 outfits got through to the 
regionals, but one outfit did!!! Caragh Gow and Sandra De Julian Del Rio 
created a beautiful outfit called ‘Agri Rose’ based around lots of farming 
products. So a huge congratulations to them and wishing you both the best of 
luck!! 

Congratulations to all TY students that took part In Junk Kouture in Villiers. 
Every single one of us have described this experience as something we won’t 
forget. Being able to gather all different types of recyclable materials and being 
able to give them a new life is such a rewarding feeling. Special thanks to Ms. 
Thornton for facilitating this wonderful opportunity. 

Here are some of the other outfits created for Junk Kouture.  If you are a 
student thinking of participating in Junk Kouture, it is a fun adventure and a 
really enjoyable experience… One I highly recommend you taking part in! 



 
 
 
 

 

   

 



 
 
 
 

 
It was the 12th of February, and we were all up early for 
this certain Saturday morning, all full of excitement and 
glee. The bus left Villiers and we were all off, about to 
enjoy one of the best weeks of our lives. We arrived at 
Cork Airport and had an interesting and enjoyable flight, 
playing games of cards and making new friends from 
Midleton College in Cork. We landed in Verona, Italy at 
around half ten. Then we arrived at our resort at 12am 
and despite the journey, some people got better sleep 
than others that night. 

                                                                                                                                                                                         
The first day came and all of us woke at 6:45am without a bit of tiredness and were out and ready to be fitted 
for 9 which did not work well as we were waiting 2 hours to ski which did not help the excitement. 11 finally 
came after exploring the beautiful town of Andalo and we’re all ready for the slopes. There were 4 ski groups, 
2 beginner groups, an intermediate and an advanced. Two sessions from 11-1 and the 2nd session from 3-5 
with a two-hour lunch break in between. This used up our day well and got us very tired easily which was a 
good thing for the teachers.  Dinner was great and the staff there had their pros and cons. 

 

Day 2 came and it was a bright sunny Monday morning and to 
top it off it was Valentine’s Day. The day started and ended great 
with beaming sun and then finishing off with heavy snow. 
Everyone joined their groups from 11-5. From 3-5 the snow had 
begun; you could not even see down the red slopes the fog was 
so thick but to our advantage most people had fled off the 
mountain and all the ski lifts had closed so we had our own 
private ski resort for 1 hour at least and bolted down the 
mountains. After dinner we slipped and slid down to ice skating 

as the snow was now sticking to 
the ground and getting even 
thicker. Ice skating was amazing, 
there were falls, skills, trains and 

slides on the ice and the day finished with laughter and soreness with a 
struggle to get back up the stairs with our sore legs. 

 

Day 3 was one of the most exciting days of all as we awoke to the thickest 
snow most people had ever seen, with the snow up to our knees we all 
ran out jumped in the snow, some dropped phones in the snow, made 
snowmen and some of us were just living life. We all arrived at the 
slopes and that's when things got complicated as it was still snowing 
very heavily and were attempting to ski down which meant a lot of falls, cold hands, and very cold people, 
even the instructors were not enjoying themselves. After lunch half the resort had closed due to the snow 



 
 
 
 

being too thick and that meant the second slot was cancelled which most people were secretly pleased by. 
Everyone had showers and immediately got blankets, went into their beds, and had good chats for the day or 
some people went swimming. After dinner people had the courage to go outside again and we all enjoyed the 
snow once more as the snow had stopped and was beginning to melt. It was definitely an interesting day and a 
unique birthday for Deirdre. 

 Day 4 was a good day as usual as we headed out on the slope and had fresh snow to ski on but also caused 
loads of Moguls which made it more interesting and trickier to ski. After skiing some people went swimming 

again where there was an outdoor hot tub and water 
slides and after dinner most people went ice karting 
where Ms. Nicholson won as she should, and someone 
got sent off the track for causing collisions but overall it 
was an incredibly fun night. We all got professional 
photos from skiing, so we had a memento from this 
incredible trip. Someone got nicknamed as tree 
merchant, and we do not mention the rest. 

Day 5 was one of the hottest days by far people were 
already napping before skiing and we lost one of our 
key members to a knee injury so off she went to the 
hospital, what a wonderful day in store for her. Skiing 

got better every day as we would go on different slopes and develop new skills. As well as that extra skiing 
finally happened after all weather conditions. After dinner again there was an option between swimming or ice 
skating again but for some drinking tea and relaxing, while other nights did not plan out as they wanted it to. 
In general, that night was very relaxing and enjoyable, and everyone had a great night’s sleep. 

  

 

 

Day 6 the final hurrah began with a fast-paced hour of extra skiing, this was then followed by our 
normally planned two lessons which everyone had an adrenaline rush for as for some of us we 
would not be skiing again until next winter. For lunch we had the same delicious pizzas that we had 
on our first day. At the end of our last lessons, we all had one last free run down the slopes which 
brought everyone's energy levels up for what was ahead of us in the night...... After dinner we had 
some things to take care of like cleaning our rooms, collecting our money from the bank, retrieving 
our passports as well as having to sit on our suitcases so they could be forced closed. Once all the 



 
 
 
 

palaver had been taken care of, we had the talent show which really was full of talent. To get us all 
started Mr. Sutton led us in a sing song followed by a group of boys doing a trending Tik Tok dance, a 
girl group with a dance routine, a very beautifully written rap performed by Sarah and Heather, 
Conall sang a song and finally Yuki sang a beautiful traditional Japanese song for us. Just before we 
all headed back to our rooms for a good night’s sleep before the early start ahead, we all had to sing 
Baby by Justin Bieber, it would not have been a trip without singing it!! 

 

 

Day 7 our day of travel. We had finished breakfast and had all our luggage in a storage room in the 
hotel by 8:30 where we waited for our bus. When the bus arrived, we walked up the dreaded hill 
one more time with our suitcases in hot pursuit. At 12 midday we were in a queue to check our 
luggage in, everything was moving smoothly. Our plane took off on time at 1:30, on the plane a few 
songs were led by Mikey to the horror of the other school flying with us. We arrived in Cork Airport 
before 5 at which point, we were all ravenous, so we bought some food for our bus journey back to 
Villiers School. When we got to school everyone was sad the trip was over but knew we had made 
the most of it and will remember it for life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
On the 31st of March 
and the 1st of April, 
the TY Group 
performed a play 
called “The Miser” in 
the Life Centre. Prior 
to the live 
performances, we 
had been rehearsing 
for just over 4 
months.    
The Miser which is 

about a miserable father who is the miser in the story and his daughter and son who are 
trying to marry the love of their lives. This isn’t straight forward as he wants them to marry 
richer people, so he does not have to give them a penny. Both of Harpagon’s children are 
determined to marry who they want, but they must overcome the obstacles in their way 
first...   
 
On the night of the first show, nerves were high, but people were excited to perform. On 
Wednesday, March 30th, the day before they performed, everyone walked over to the Life 
Centre on Henry St. for a full show rehearsal with makeup, costumes and props just like on 
the actual night. This really made the show come together and people really started to look 
forward to performing in front of live audiences.    
 
Cast List:  
 

Harpagon – Aeryn Noble  

Christoph – Collin Roys   

Elise – Caragh Gow 
 
Pierre – Alex Fox   

Marrianne – Olive 
McFerran   

Rousseau – Zeno Giannelli 
Viscardi   

Jacques – Kyle Galvin  

Gill – Zara McCarthy   

 

Jeeves – Keelan 
Fairweather  

Concierge – Luke 
McNamara  

Emmental – Emma 
Hinrichs   

Camembert – Sandra de 
Julian Del Rio  

Gouda – Aleksander 
Darmos   

Rouge – Deirdre Tobin 
O’Dwyer   

H SQUAD  

Hugo – Ricardo Belinchon 
Vallejo  

Nancy Ihezuo  

Yuki Suzuki  

Claire Murphy   

Louis Donlon  

Tammy Tian   

Elene Bilbao Arrien  

Harry O’Donovan  

V SQUAD  

Victor – Antonio 
Melchiorre   

Ella Bolger  

Adam Buckley 
Hughes   

Alicia Reier   

Nicky Desmond   

Camil Giralt   

Josh O’Neill  



 
 
 
 

Blanc – Sarah Howell  

Rose – Laura Koenig   

 

 Alejandro Corredera 
Bote   

 

MUSICIANS   

Roisin Lee-Barrett  

Aela Lawlor  

Sinéad Murray   

Peter Fahy  

Charlotte Berthaux  

Sophie Moloney   

Ailbhe Long  

 

CREW   

Isabel O’Shea   

Rachel Power  

Lara McMahon  

Deirdre Tobin O’Dwyer  

 

COSTUME, SET AND 
PROPS   
Erin Cotter Sugrue  
Eva Donnelly  
Maya Silasi  
Alanna Coughlan  
Peter Fahy  
Aela Lawler  
Aeryn Noble   
Yuki Suzuki  
Tammy Tian 

MUSICAL DIRECTION  

Ann Blake  

PRODUCTION CO-
ORDINATOR  

Erin Cotter Sugrue   

 

 
  
Both nights of the show went off perfectly! The atmosphere was electric and luckily all the students 
had a great audience of parents, students and teachers.  
As the second night of the show came to an end, Rachel Power did a speech on behalf of herself and 
her fellow stage managers, and our main character of the show, Aeryn Noble, as Harpagon also said 
a few words of thanks. 
It’s safe to say that all the TY students have enjoyed the whole journey since beginning in 
November.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Rachel Power, Lara McMahon & Isabel O’ Shea 



 
 
 
 

By George Banarie 
 

Transition Year Market day is a once a year bake sale occurrence for enterprise 
students. Students have the opportunity to create or source items to sell at 
school. They learn valuable lessons in business management, sales, marketing 
and profit & loss to name but a few. In the school courtyard, cakes, pizza and 
all sorts of goods were up for grabs during the breaks. 

 

 
If you were there and had cash, I hope you enjoyed the day! Well done to all 
the students involved and of course to Mr. O’ Connor!  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

A Day in the Life of a Boarder 
By 

Aleksander Darmos  

 

Weekly Routine  

Morning - We get up at 7:30 and between then and 8:00 we have time to go for breakfast it 
closes at 8:40. After it we have time to get ready and prepare ourselves for school that starts 
at 9:00. 

Tutor time – Before school we have “tutor time” which is an additional class that usually 
takes 10 minute- this is a good way to start the day and settle in as and we don’t have much 
work there and it’s for our class tutor to talk to us about our day.   

First three classes - Our first three classes start around 9:00 a.m. and every class takes 40 min.   

Break - Break start at 11:00 (for TY’s) and takes 15 minutes during this break we should 
have our second breakfast or just a quick snack and after it we are going to our next three 
classes  

Second three classes - Basically it’s the same situation as first three but obviously the 
subjects are different, but the length of class is the same so 40 min.  

Lunch break - After sixth class most of the students that have a lunch in school, so whole 
boarders group and some of the day students are going to dining hall to have their lunch. 
Lunch is usually different every day and we can choose if we want to take a meaty option or 
vegetarian option and, we can take soup in addition to lunch. We are allowed to use salad bar 
where we can find different salads, bread and anything else that you need to make a 
sandwich. This break is ideal and it lasts 40 minutes from 13:15 to 13:55 (for TY’s). 

Last three classes - When lunch break ends all students that had lunch on it are heading to 
classes for their last three classes that are our last classes in normal school day. 

Extra after school activities - After our last class that ends at 15:50 every day except Fridays 
because then we’re done at 15:10, so at this time we (boarders) have free time that we can 
spend as we want in my case it’s usually sports every day because of many possibilities of 
sport exercise, but if you are doing IB or leaving certificate and you have to learn it’s always 
option to go the library and study. Basically, you can do everything you want but it has to be 
acceptable by school rules.   

Dinner - At 18:00 TY 1st and 2nd year boarders has got another meal which is dinner that is a 
bit like lunch because of the same way and possibilities of getting food but its nicer because 
there are less people in dining hall so it's easier to talk and spend time during your meal.   

Prep - Prep is probably the most boring part of the day when you’re TY because it’s time to 
do your homework or anything else that you need to prepare for school. Everyone must 



 
 
 
 

attend it the only way to avoid Prep is to sign out for any other activities outside the school. 
The time is also a bad part of prep because our prep starts at 18:50 every day and finish at 
21:00 that in my opinion is too long. 

Free time - The end of the day after prep we don’t have anything to do, and we can do 
everything but only for 1 hour because at 22:00 every TY student must be in his dorm and 
start preparing himself to sleep. 

Summarizing our day is quite simple in my opinion but I really like it and I prefer this simple 
day plan then complicated and long and boring plan.      

As an addition to our life in school we can mention that as TY students we are allowed to 
sign out every Wednesday that means that every week we can go outside the school for few 
hours to the city and do some shopping. I’m not a 7-day boarder, but my full-time boarding 
friends have a lot of different activities like school gym, signing out and school trips. 
Additionally, during the weekend, they can leave campus with friends and they get take-away 
and go on different trips around the country!   

  

 

Boarding Life in Villiers  
By  

Charlotte Berthaux  

 

The boarding life is special and different to the life, which most of the people live here in 
school. There are a few things that makes the boarding life in Villiers special. For example, 
that the rooms are nice and big, most of them have five or six beds, which makes for good 
dorm communities. A big advantage is also that all the house parents are so nice and take 
good care of us.  

 
When you are living in boarding you can learn so much about yourself and other people. 
Everyone is different and has there one background, so you learn to adapt and not always 
look at you alone, but also take care of other people around you.  

 
A very nice thing is that you are always with your friends, spending lots of time and doing 
everything together so you make great friendships, and you get so close with people who you 
are living with and then it feels like family.  

 
The boarding life gives you rules, and structure and you can focus on school. You learn how 
to live away from home, without your own room and without your parents.   

In conclusion, I can say from my one experience that, in girls dorms you can have a lot of 
fun, you are sharing everything and you really enjoy school life! 



 
 
 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
By Olive McFerran 

Each year on the 27th of January, Holocaust Memorial Day is commemorated across the 

world. It was first held in January 2001 to remember those who suffered and died in the 

holocaust under Nazi persecution. 

In Ireland, the commemoration was celebrated in the Round Room at the Mansion House, 

Dublin. This event keeps the memory of those who were killed and suffered during the 

Holocaust. The commemoration includes survivor’s accounts, from Tomi Reichental and 

Suzi Diamond. Those in attendance are the President of Ireland, government officials, 

diplomats and people from the general public. 

Each year, the Holocaust Education Trust of Ireland (HETI) hold a writing competition for 

Transition Year students. The prize is named after Mary Elmes, an Irish woman, who saved 

countless children's lives during the Holocaust. Students are asked to write a history or 

creative writing essay to raise awareness about the Holocaust. This year, Zara McFerran, 

Form V, won the literature response essay, with the help of her teacher, Mr Griffin. She 

was invited to the ceremony to accept her award, but due to the restrictions in place, there 

was no award ceremony, but just the commemoration event. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 

POCA 
The People of Colour Alliance 

The People of Colour Alliance (POCA) was formed by Sharon Ojuade in 2022 and is a welcome 
addition to the Villiers community. The POCA group meet on Thursday during lunch and Friday 
during lunch to accommodate all year groups interested in attending. The group gatherings are open 
to everyone. These meetings are predominantly student-led although they are supervised by staff 
too.  

I spoke to Sharon about the group’s inception and it was something 
she had thought about the year previously having heard from 
students who have had to deal with remarks about their race or 
ethnicity. Unfortunately, such remarks are not uncommon in today’s 
society. The group’s purpose is to act as a safe space for people to 
share experiences and indeed for others to listen. Additionally, the 
main objective is to raise awareness on issues people of colour face 
and to inform people of how their words and/or actions are not 
acceptable, are ill-informed or based on stereotypes. 

Sharon is delighted at how many students attend the gatherings. She 
recalls the night before the first Thursday gathering was scheduled. 
She is a boarder here, so that evening in the dorms she was 
frantically going from dorm to dorm to get students to attend and to 
remind them of the lunchtime meeting. She was nervous about 
addressing an entire group. To her surprise, over 30 students 

attended that initial meeting which really outdid her expectations. Furthermore, it cemented the 
fact that this group is needed!  
 
European Week against Racism from March 21st 

Sharon tells us about the videos and activities POCA organised with the help of staff for this day. 
Special thanks to Ms. Diney for all her hard work. 
 
When hearing about this week, we knew the group could band together to spread awareness to the 
whole school. We were fortunate enough to have the resources and time to create two videos to 
raise awareness. One video deals with cultural 
appropriation and it will invite a lot of conversation 
which is healthy. The second video ‘we celebrate’ … 
highlights who we are and how being in a diverse 
school and in a diversifying society, the need for 
awareness is paramount! Group members were 
actively involved in the script writing, directing and 
production of these videos.  
During EWAR, POCA were responsible for delivering 
CSPE/SPHE classes to Form 1 -3, to spread awareness 
of racism and day to day examples that are 
experienced, and they also hosted an inter-form 
Sports Day. 
 



 
 
 
 

To conclude our meeting, I asked Sharon what her long-term vision was for the POCA group as she 
will be finishing 5th year this June.  
 
“To create a better environment for younger members and make them more resilient, but 
also to make people more aware and conscious of the language they use. Truthfully, I want 
everyone to have the guts to do what I do- to be assured and confident and to know that 
what you are doing may not always be easy, but that it does make a difference! To be able 
to call people out- not to scorn them, but to educate them to be better.” 
 
Thank you Sharon and POCA! 
 

International Women’s Day 

 By Allegra Juenemann  

To celebrate International Women’s Day Villiers School hosted a conference 
themed ‘Break the Bias’ on Friday March 4th 2022. A series of presentations 
were given by inspirational leaders from areas of business, science, academia, 
broadcasting and public service. We were delighted to welcome Dr Lydia 
Bracken, Ms. Mamobo Ogoro, Dr Samira Kaissi, Ms. Jessica Egbulam and Mr. 
Keith Walsh. 

At 9.10am we heard the Presentation of Dr Lydia Bracken, the Assistant Dean 
for Equality Diversity and in the Faculty of Arts Humanities and Social 
Sciences (AHSS). Lydia researched in the areas of Child law, with a particular 
focus on the legal recognition of ‘non-traditional’ and ‘new’ families. Lydia is 
the author of two books, Same-Sex Parenting and the Best Interests Principle 
(Cambridge University Press, 2020) and Child Law in Ireland (Clarus Press, 
2018) 

At 9.45am we heard Mamobo Ogoro, 25, a Social Psychology PhD Candidate 
and Social Entrepreneur, named as one of the 50 people to watch in 2022 by the 
Irish Independent. Mamobo is the founder and CEO of Grom Media, which is to 
spark a movement of unify communities by having young people use their 
voice. 

After that we heard the presentation of Jessica Egbulam who is a past pupil of 
Villiers School and a third year medical student in Trinity College, Dublin. 
Jessica completed her Leaving Certificate in 2019 securing the maximum 625 
CAO points and received a Trinity Entrance Exhibition Award. 



 
 
 
 

Next, we heard Dr Samira Kaissi, the Lebanese American scientist and 
entrepreneur. In 2019, Dr. Samira Kaissi became CEO of a medical device 
company, Cala Medical, a pre-clinical stage start-up developing a novel blood 
purification cartridge for the treatment of sepsis. Although her career spanned 
many continents and different jobs Samira enjoys working in the innovation 
sector, developing new medical devices and therapies for difficult diseases. 

At last we heard Keith Walsh a radio and TV broadcaster, writer, podcaster and 
mental health advocate. His own podcast, ‘The Keith Walsh Podcast’ covers the 
topics dealing with mental health issues, the marginalized, the difference 
between happiness and contentment, life improvement, coping skills, creativity 
as a solution to life problems and much more.  

It was great to have speakers from diverse backgrounds share their stories with 
us and I know students and staff gained a lot from this. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Intercultural Day  
By Elene Bilbao & Fiore Dalla Chiara 

 

What is Intercultural Day? 

On Wednesday, March 2nd Villiers inaugural 
Intercultural Day took place in the Sports Hall. 
Lots of international students were actively 
involved in the running of the day.  

As part of Intercultural Day, students from 
different years, but a lot of TY international students, worked in groups to 
prepare food that represents their nationality, town or province. This is a typical 
dish and students worked together to prepare this from scratch. During the day, 
students from all years came and sampled the food. Teachers and staff members 
attended also and seemed to enjoy the delicious dishes that were displayed.  

The students cooked everything themselves and used recipes from their own 
town, of course at the food stalls there were posters with the name of their 
country which they all made by hand, writing down the typical dish and also 
some information about their country. 

For us, the opportunity to try food from other countries we have never tried 
before, was a really good experience. The cooking demonstration was a good 
idea and it made the day more interactive for everyone. The sports hall was 
laid out with 4 areas in mind: food stalls, quiz, music and orienteering. There 
were over 14 food stalls representing various countries and cultures.  In 
addition, there was a cooking demonstration to engage the students in 
attendance. 

This was a great first Intercultural Day and I am sure more and more students 
will be involved in future! 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

By Louis A & Konstantin 

 
But what exactly is Down Syndrome? 

Down Syndrome is a genetic disorder where the affected person has 
one extra chromosome. Around 3,000 to 5,000 children are born 
with Down syndrome.  

 

What is world Down Syndrome Day and how is it 
celebrated? 

World Down Syndrome Day is celebrated on March 21st. It is used to raise awareness about 
the condition. It promotes inclusiveness and it supports the well-being of people with Down 
Syndrome.  

You can celebrate it by wearing odd coloured socks, wearing the colours yellow and blue, 
participating in 21 random acts of kindness, and running 3.21 miles in honor of WDSD. 

In Villiers we wore odd coloured socks to celebrate world Down Syndrome day which made 
for some interesting colour combinations. Those wearing colourful socks were also treated 
to ice cream. 

 

    

 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Boys Junior Cup Team Vs Ardscoil Rís 

Thursday, February 3rd 

By Charlotte Berthaux 

A very exciting hockey match from the junior boys’ cup team was played on 
the 3rd of February. In the first half the score was 1-1 so everybody was excited 
to see how the game will end. But all players were active and motivated to win 
this game and did their best. Especially the players Louis, Zac, Patrick and Nicky 
who showed a very strong performance. Also, the second goal from Villiers, 
which was the decisive goal to win this game, came from Zac. The players were 
very happy and proud about this victory and this was a very exciting match for 
spectators. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Junior Rugby Cup Semi-final 

By Elene Bilbao, Amaia Torbett & Fiore Dalla Chiara 

 

On Wednesday, 23rd of March, a very exciting and breath-taking 
match took place. The junior boys’ rugby team played the semi-
final in Cork against Midleton CBS. Energy levels were quite calm 
during the two hour journey down to Cork; however, the second 
we arrived the boys woke up and showed how eager they were 
to win. Conor Egbulam opened the scoring with an incredible 
first try of the game. By half time, Villiers was already winning 5-
3. Patrick Barry scored the second try for Villiers in the second 
half of the match. The match ended with a deserved win to 
Villiers 12-8. It was a whole team effort as all the players gave 
their best. Marcus Moloney did some astounding runs, but was 
unfortunately injured during the match. Nathan Prendergast, 

showed magnificent captain skills and kept the boys focused and 
hopeful throughout the game. 

The match had a truly electric atmosphere with fans from Midleton 
contributing to this. Clear skies and warm sun made the day even 
better. The whole teams celebrated their win the whole journey 
back home to Villiers. A special mention to both Mr. White and 
Brandon who showcased incredible coaching skills and kept their 
team motivated. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Girls Senior Cup 

A historic day for girls’ rugby 

By Elene Bilbao & Amaia Torbett  

On Wednesday, 16th of March, the senior girls' rugby team played in the first EVER girls 
senior cup match. The game took place in Cork’s Musgrave Park against Bandon Grammar. 
The girls showed exceptional teamwork and did not give up the fight at any moment, all 
players gave all they had. Despite all the hard work and two incredible tries, Bandon 
Grammar came out on top. 

All the players played amazingly; however, we think we can say that Emma Smith was the 
player of the game. Emma scored both unbelievable tries in the match. Rebecca Conway did 
some incredible runs and Megan Cunningham defended amazingly.  

Mr O’Connor showed fantastic support and coaching towards the girls. He didn’t lose hope 
or give up in any moment of the whole match. His words of encouragement even made us 
want to take up rugby! Well done to all the girls who made the trip to Cork on this historic 
day for girls’ rugby. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Junior Hockey Vs Ursulines  

Wed. Jan 26th  

An exhilarating hockey game took place at Villiers on Wednesday, January 26th. The Junior B girls’ 

team defeated a talented Ursuline’s team in what was a truly magnificent game. Fans were on the 

edge of their seats throughout this stunning spectacle which saw Villiers win in a gripping penalty 

shootout.  

Player of the game, Mila G D, scored the deciding penalty to ensure Villiers won 4-3. Her winning 

strike and Hilary’s exceptional save were momentous for the Villiers side. This victory was a whole 

team effort with some very strong performances from Ava C, Rebecca R, Mila, Shalom, Olive McF & 

Izzy A. Congrats and well done to the coaches and to the whole team for what was an enthralling 

game. 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Senior Boys Rugby Final 
Amaia Torbett and Elene Bilbao 

 
We are back with yet another rugby report. The Grand Final. Villiers vs CPB Bantry, this nerve racking 
match was played in Musgrave stadium in Cork the 29th of March. The whole of Villiers school was 
excited and impatient for the match to be played, especially after the semi-final win. 
Many supporters wished to go and watch, however, only one bus of supporters was allowed to 

travel down to Cork and support the team.  
 
It was a hot and sunny day, with not one cloud to be seen in 
the sky. Everybody’s mood was clearly affected by such 
weather, because during the trip down all the players on the 
team bus sang and laughed. When we arrived, tension was 
high as the other team was already there. The warm up started 
and neither their supporters nor our supporters had arrived. 
Suddenly a wave of students from the other school came in 
with drums, mascots, speakers and a lot of energy. About 10 
minutes passed and the Villiers supporters finally arrived. It 
had been confirmed that CPB had twice the amount of 
supporters, however, Villiers did the best they could 
supporting the boys and in many moments were louder than 
the others.  
 
The match started with the roars of the supporters. Both 
teams were incredibly strong. Villiers techniques were on 
point, unfortunately so too were Bantry’s. Halftime ended with 
a score of 8-0. Villiers were not in the lead. Suddenly in the 

second half, Doug Howell scored a breathtaking try followed by an amazing conversion by Colin Lew. 
Nonetheless the final score was 35-7 for CPB. 
 
Although it was an unfortunate match, we could easily say that they played incredibly well. Mr 
Finucane coaching was prodigious. 

 
Mungret Shield Final 
By Amaia, Elene & Fiore  

 
On Wednesday, April 6th, 2022, the Junior boys’ rugby team played the final in Musgrave 
Park, Cork against High School Clonmel. We all woke up with a cloudy and foggy sky, 
although this was not the ideal weather for the match, the boys energy levels were through 
the roof.  
The team bus arrived to Musgrave Park at 11:00, and they immediately started warming up. 
They were very motivated.  
The match started at 12, and until half time some incredible runs were made including two 
outstanding penalties by Diarmuid Cunningham. The half time score was 10-6 to HS 
Clonmel. However, an exceptional try from Max Kuzmenko put the Villiers side in the lead at 
the early stages of the second half. (11-10 for Villiers). Everyone was excited and 
enthusiastic because we were in the lead. 



 
 
 
 

Captain extraordinaire, Nathan Prendergast, scored a breath-taking try in the second half, 
but Clonmel were quick to respond and scored another two tries. The Villiers players were 
still giving their best. We unfortunately could not bring the cup back to Villiers, but we can 
assure you that all the players gave their best and played with great heart, passion and 
determination.  

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Senior Cup Semi Final 
By Sophie & Lily 

It was a warm sunny day at the start of spring. The Villiers Senior Girls Team were on their 
way to play Midleton in the semi-final of the cup in Midleton College Cork. The starting 
whistle blew and by the end of the first quarter Villiers had a 3-0 advantage to Midleton. 
Goals scored by Tory Byrne and Lily Holloway. Half time then came around and Villiers had a 
5-0 lead another goal scored by Tory Byrne and the other scored by Callaghan Keogh. Going 
into the third quarter, the Villiers team spirits were high and this meant more goals were to 
be scored !!! By the end of the third quarter the score had risen to 8-0 and scores came 
from Anna Schutz and Sophie Moloney. The aim of the last quarter was to leave the score 
board with double digits, so that’s what we did. The final whistle blew with an 11-0 finishing 
score!!! These final goals were scored by Sophie Moloney, Ella Dillon and Tory Byrne. Villiers 
had won the semi-final and is now in the finals to play Rockwell in Rockwell Tipperary on 
Wednesday, March 30th. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Senior Girls Hockey Final 
By Sophie Moloney 

It was another bright and sunny day in Ireland and the 
senior girls were off to Rockwell College to play Rockwell in 
the final of the senior cup. Two buses came up and they 
were full of supporters for the girls, which was already a 
good start to the match. We arrived at 1:30 to run to get 
changed and warmup and then the match started at 
2:00p.m.  

First quarter we were all playing strong with plenty of shots 
on goals, but no goals were scored as the Rockwell keeper 

was making great saves from our tricky shots. It was still 0-0 at the end of the first quarter. 
The second quarter came around and the play on the field was half and half with attempts 
of scoring happening on both sides but still ended the quarter with 0-0. 

Half time came and all the supporters were still 
cheering all of us on and keeping our morale up. Everyone 
was playing great, but the other team was not letting 
us through with a goal. The 3rd quarter came, and we 
had won back territory but still ended the quarter 0-
0. The last quarter was as tense as you could imagine as 
we wanted to score to win the match and did not 
want to end the quarter 0-0 as it would go onto 
shuttles. Sadly, with all the demanding work 
everyone put in, the match finished off with 0-0 and we 
were now onto shuttles. 

Everyone huddled together and the 5 candidates were picked for shuttles, including: 
Rebecca Conway, Flori Delius, Anna Schütz, Jessie Gavin and Tory Byrne. Rebecca started off 
the shuttles with a great goal which made the team have hope. Alex Connole then saved a 
great goal, so Villiers was 1 up. Flori scored Anna and Jessie unfortunately did not, but it was 
up to Tory now to take home the cup as the last girl from Rockwell missed her 5th shot 
which meant we would win if she scored. She started at the timer and straight away brought 
the goalie to the other side of the goal so she had a walk around the goalie and straight into 
the left corner of the goal and the skill she had brought won us the match. Everyone ran 
onto the pitch to celebrate the first girls cup win in years and a special shout out to Anna 
Schütz, Tory Byrne and Rebecca Conway who are all 6th years who have brought a great part 
to the team and everyone else who has made such an impact on the team. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

The following are a selection of students who represent various sports both at home and 
abroad. They chat about the qualities needed to be a sportsperson, their dreams and offer 

advice on how to improve in their sport. 

Name: Florentine ‘FLORI’ Delius 

Sport: Hockey 

How long have you been playing Hockey? 

“I started playing hockey in elementary school, for like nine or ten years.” 

What club do you play for and who do you play for at home? 

“Here I play with Limerick hockey club and Villiers School and then at home I play with a Munich 
hockey club called Rot-Weiss München”  

What qualities do you need to play hockey? 

“You need to be a team player and you need to have a lot of ambition, Flori says that if you are 
ambitious, you can go extremely far in hockey.” 

What do you like most about this sport? 

“I love that I am playing and a team and meeting new people thanks to hockey, especially when I 
move teams. Winning together is the best feeling.” 

What is your favourite sporting moment /achievement? 

“Back in Germany we always play a tournament in Munich and if you win you go further and two or 
three years ago, we were able to go further in the tournament and we played in another city and we 
played other teams from other parts in Germany, we did not get first place, but we got second, which 
was good enough for us.” 

Who is your favourite sportsperson and why? 

“In hockey my favourite sports people are Selin Oruz and Timeu Oruz. They both play in the national 
team and they both have diabetes.” 

What’s your dream? 

“When I go back to Germany, I will hopefully continue playing hockey and I might try out for the 
national team.” 

Interviewed by Amaia Torbett  

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Marcus Moloney 

Sport: Rugby 

 

How long have you been playing rugby? 

I have been playing rugby since first year 

 

What club do you play for? 

I play club for Shannon RFC and I am on the provincial Munster 
u16 A team 

 

What qualities do you need to play rugby? 

You need fitness and dedication to the sport 

  

What do you love most about this sport? 

The physical aspect of the game like rucks  

 

What’s your favourite sporting moment /achievement? 

Making the Munster u 16 A panel  

  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to play rugby or wants to improve at rugby? 

You need to dedicate yourself to the sport and train by yourself to improve in different aspects  

 

Who’s your favourite sportsperson and why? 

CJ Stander because he’s strong and very good at 1 v 1s 

What’s your dream? 

To play for the Munster Senior Rugby Team!!!   

Interviewed by Mikey Sheehy 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Austin  

Sport: Soccer  

How long have you been playing soccer? 

I’m playing soccer for 6 years. 

What club do you play for?  

In Ireland I play for Caherdavin FC 

What qualities do you need to play soccer in your opinion? 

 In my opinion, you need to be disciplined and strong as a mental strength. The other thing is that 
you need to love this sport and have a lot of motivation because after a while it might become hard 
to encourage yourself to work. 

What do you love most about this sport?  

In my opinion, soccer brings everyone from your family together and at the same time you can make 
a lot of friends while playing it.  

What’s your favourite sporting moment /achievement? 

My favourite thing about playing soccer is when I’m making the coach happy by playing well.  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to play soccer or wants to improve at it? 

When you’re starting with soccer it is important to remember that you need a lot of time to actually 
achieve something and you have to remember is that the only way to get to this stage is hard work. 

Who’s your favourite sportsperson and why? 

My favourite sportsman is Chelsea FC player N’golo Kante  

What’s your dream?  

My dream is to one day become a Chelsea FC player.  

 

Interviewed by Aleksander Darmos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Lara McMahon 

Sport: Camogie  

 

How long have you been Playing 
Camogie? 
 
7 years  

What club do you play for? 
 
Ballina GAA Club 

What qualities do you need to play?  
 
Good hand and eye co-ordination, good 
team spirit 

What do you love most about the 
sport? 

 
The team effort and sense of achievement  

What’s your favourite sporting moment/ achievement? 
 
Making the u16 county team 

What advice would you give someone who would like to start camogie? 
 
Show good commitment in the team, it gets you a long way 

Who’s your favourite sportsperson and why? 
 
Mikey Breen, as he went to my primary school and is very committed and inspirational  

What’s your dream? 
 
To continue playing and enjoying sports with friends! 

 

Interviewed by Isabel O’Shea 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Defne Obuz 

Sport: Tennis  

How long have you been playing tennis? 

I have been playing tennis for 
approximately eight years. I started whilst 
I was living at home in Turkey. I started 
playing as one of my neighbours played 
and I was always drawn to the fancy 
rackets. 

Who do you play tennis with? 

I am a member of Limerick Lawn Tennis 
Club 

What qualities do you need to play Tennis?  

You need to realise that 95% of tennis is mental and 5% is physical. You must be calm, and very 
focused. Also you need to start each point as a new person (don’t dwell on previous shots or errors) 

What do you like most about this sport? 

I hate this question  It’s hard to select one thing, but I think the friendships you make is what I like 
the most.  

What’s your favourite sporting moment /achievement? 

I think Rafael Nadal winning his 21st Gram Slam title this January has been an amazing moment for 
tennis. Vamos Rafa!  

For me, I was ranked in the top 10 in Turkey and won lots of trophies. Now, I am currently graded as 
Grade 1/ Premier division, so this ranking is a huge achievement for me.  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to play tennis? 

Try it and you will enjoy it for sure. To play competitively, you need to be prepared to sacrifice your 
social life at times as practice and coaching can be quite demanding on your time. 

Who’s your favourite sportsperson and why? 

Alex Zverev as he has improved so much in recent years and won the Olympics for his country 
Germany last year. It helps that he is handsome too!  

What’s your ‘tennis dream’? 

To win a grand slam for sure! 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Sadhbh Bullock 

Sport: Golf 

How long have you been playing golf? 

It seems like I have been playing forever. I had my first 
set off of golf clubs when I was 5 or 6. I had a plastic set 
beforehand though when I was about 2.  

What club do you play for? 

I am a member of Castletroy, but I began in Ballykisteen 
and then moved to Ballyneety.   

What qualities do you need to play golf?  

Hard work, dedication and concentration are key. Patience too as you can spend a long time on the 
course.  

What do you like most about this sport?  

I like how it’s just you – you don’t have to rely on anyone. It’s different to other sports because it’s 
all down to the individual.  

What’s your favourite sporting moment and /or achievement? 

My favourite sporting moment is when McIlroy won the British Open in 2014.  

Then, my favourite sporting achievement is when I played for the Castletroy Junior Team & we were 
playing against my former club Ballyneety and I beat my opponent on the 16th hole in what was my 
first ever match.  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to play or want to improve?  

Do it! Be patient and start playing with friends or with a group regularly.  

Who’s your favourite sportsperson and why? 

Rory McIlroy because he doesn't care what people 
think of him and he speaks the truth. I admire him 
too because he values those around him and puts 
them first. 

What’s your dream? 

I’d like a scholarship to the U.S. and become a 
professional golfer.  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Deirdre Tobin O’ Dwyer 

Sport: Horse Riding  

How long have you been horse riding?  

Deirdre started horse riding when she was six and has been riding 
since then.  

What club do you play for?  

Deirdre rides for Riverview Equine in Nenagh.  

What qualities do you need to do horse riding? 

She says you need plenty of patience, a good attitude, confidence, 
and your wits about you. Things can go wrong very quickly.  

What do you like most about 
your sport? 

There is always lots going on. There are loads of events and 
discipline. It is also very therapeutic when you are not riding, and 
you are just looking after your horse and grooming it etc. Horse 
riding is a challenging sport at the best of times, but the outcome 
is very worthwhile.  

What is your favourite sporting moment / achievement? 

Deirdre’s favorite sporting moment was when she came 3rd in her 
first competition.  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to start 
horse riding? 

Deirdre says to just go for it. Show up to every lesson and do 
your best. If you fall off, you get back up and go again. You will laugh about it in years to come. 

Who is your favourite sportsperson and why? 

Rachael Blackmore. Even though she is a jockey and not a showjumper she is such an inspiration to 
anyone. Her performance at the grand nationals last year was unbelievable.  

What is your dream? I want to compete more and just see where it takes me, I suppose. I do not 
ever want to give it up.  

 

Interviewed by Rachel Power  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Name: Zac Moloney 

Sport: Hockey  

How long have you been playing hockey? 

Zac had a great passion for hockey and has 
been playing for over 11 years! 

What club do you play for? 

He plays for CIAC – ‘The Catholic Institute’, 
Villiers and for Ireland! 

What qualities do you need to play hockey? 

You need to be in good physical shape as it’s a very active sport, so fitness is key. You need to be 
hard working too. 

What do you like most about your sport? 

How enjoyable it is. There are opportunities to meet lots of new people and I particularly love the 
‘runners high’ you get while playing matches.  

What is your favourite sporting achievement? 

Making the Irish Hockey Team for sure! I’m looking forward to getting started in the coming weeks.  

What advice would you give someone who wants to play hockey or improve in the sport? 

Practice, practice, practice… you can’t excel in a sport overnight, so you need to spend time on 
different skills and you need dedication. Over time, you will see progress and results.  

Who is your favourite sportsperson? 

Jamie O’ Dwyer because he works very hard!  

 

Interviewed by Sarah Howell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Misery By Stephen King  

Genre: Psychological Horror Thriller 

Description: Misery Chastain is dead. Paul Sheldon had just killed 
her- with relief, with joy. Misery made him rich; she was the heroine of 
a string of bestsellers. And now he wanted to get on to some real 
writing.  

That’s when the car accident happens, and he wakes up in pain in a 
strange bed. But it isn’t hospital. Annie Wilkes has pulled him from the 
wreck, brought him to her remote mountain home, splinted and set his 
mangled legs.  

The good news in that Annie was a nurse and has pain-killing drugs. The bad news is that 
she has long been Paul’s number one fan. And when she finds out what Paul has done to 
Misery, she doesn’t like it. She doesn’t like it at all… 

Review: Misery is one of the best books I’ve ever read. The characters are written perfectly 
with Annie being one of the scariest and most hated villains I’ve ever read in a fiction novel. 
The way she is so cruel yet unaware of it will give you shivers. It is a book that leaves you on 
the edge of your seat unable to put the book down. It is a truly a book everyone has to at 
least try once in their lifetime.   

By Lizzie Phythian 

The Death Sculpture- The Robert Hunter Series- Chris Carter 

Genre: Thriller 

Description: ‘Good job you didn't turn on the lights ...' A student nurse 
has the shock of her life when she discovers her patient, prosecutor 
Derek Nicholson, brutally murdered in his bed. The act seems 
senseless - Nicholson was terminally ill with only weeks to live. But 
what most shocks Detective Robert Hunter of the Los Angeles Robbery 
Homicide Division is the calling card the killer left behind. 

For Hunter, there is no doubt that the killer is trying to communicate 
with the police, but the method is unlike anything he's ever seen before. 
And what could the hidden message be? 

Just as Hunter and his partner Garcia reckon they've found a lead; a new body is found - 
and a new calling card. But with no apparent link between the first and second victims, all 
the progress they've made so far goes out of the window. 

Pushed into an uncomfortable alliance with confident investigator Alice Beaumont, Hunter 
must race to put together the pieces of the puzzle . . . before the Death Sculptor puts the 
final touches to his masterpiece. 

Review: The Death Sculpture is a thriller full of death and gore. The deaths in this book is 
something that you have never read before, the explicit detail makes you want to put the 
book down yet you just can’t stop reading. The way it is written will leave you on the edge of 
your seat and will leave you guessing until the last chapter. If you are someone that enjoys 
crime, thrillers and slashers then I will defiantly recommend the book. 

Book Reviews & Recommendations 
 



 
 
 
 

By Lizzie Phythian 

Northern Lights- Phillip Pullman  

Genre: Young Adult Fantasy 

Description: ‘Without this child, we shall all die’ 

Lyra Belacqua live half-wild and carefree among the scholars of 
Jordan college, with her daemon, Pantalaimon, always by her side. 

But the arrival of her fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel, draws her to the 
heart of a terrible struggle – a struggle born of stolen children, 
witch clans and armoured bears. 

As she hurtles towards danger in the cold far North, Lyra never 
suspects the shocking truth: she alone is destined to win, or lose, the biggest battle 
imaginable. 

Review: The plot is really well written. The story moves along quickly yet doesn’t leave out 
any detail. There is also many hidden themes that a child won’t pick up but it adds depth to 
the story as an adult, such as the anti-church theme which is represented by the controlling 
Magisterium. The concept of Daemons is great and it was merged into the plot so well that 
they never felt out of place or forced. They are really well written and I think they are one of 
the best things in the book although it was tough competition with the great characters and 
interesting plot points. It is a book that anyone can read and is something I’d really 
recommend. 

By Lizzie Phythian 

 

Second Class Citizen by by Buchi Emecheta  

Plot 

 Second class Citizen is an autobiography about Buchi Emecheta as, Adah 
is the girl of the story, she lives in Lagos Nigeria she lives with her dad and 
mom, brother (protagonist/main character) she is bright and strong. She 
dreams to live in the United Kingdom, after her father dies, she got sent to 
her uncles’ family. 

She can stay in school in Nigeria and attains employment working for the 
American consulate as a library clerk. The compensation for this job is 

enough to make her a desirable bride to Francis (her now husband) and in-laws. 

Francis travels to the UK for several years to pursue the study of law. Adah convinces her 
husband's family that she and the children also belong in the UK. Francis believes they are 
second-class citizens in the United Kingdom as they are not citizens of the country. Adah 
finds employment working for another library and pays for their expenses, while also 
providing primary care for their children. 

Later, we see Francis become increasingly abusive and dismissive of Adah as she pursues 
becoming a writer. 



 
 
 
 

Second Class Citizen is well regarded as a story of overcoming struggle and of 
contemporary African life. 

  

I read and analysed the novel. I can’t help weeping for Adah and the many other women out 
there who are suffering in toxic Marriages. I call on fellow men to see their spouses as gifts 
and not tools. Thanks to Buchi for this book which is a true gift in my opinion and a must 
read. 

By Austin  

Poetry Prize 
 

. 

 

 

 

 

The Sea 
Serene and blue, or wild and grey, 

Its mood differs wildly from day to day 

It is happy when the grass sways in the warm wind, 

It blushes the same hue as the cloudless sky, 

The sun slices through it like a gleaming blade,  

A splendid sight for those passing by,  

And when it retreats, a gift it leaves- 

Seashells, glimmering in the light,  

Its gift to those who see its beauty 

Even on the roughest nights 

But when it is angry, dark clouds descend, 

The air humid and heavy, lights softly fades, 

The rocks are slick with a warm, dense rain, 

No longer blue, but a furious grey 

It writhes and thrashes like a maddened dog, 

And its bark is the crash of the seafoam against cliffs 

But its anger is beautiful, in the strangest of ways,  

For who knew it could be as wild as this? 

It may think differently to you and me, 

But none of us are quite as expressive as the sea. 

The Sea by Olivia Lambert 

 

Congratulations to Form 1 student, Olivia 
Lambert, whose poem, ‘The Sea’ was ‘highly 
commended’ in the PDST National Write a 
Poem Competition. Subsequently, her poem 
was printed in the PDST poetry booklet and 
Olivia was presented with a plaque.  

Olivia’s poem was inspired by the sea at the 
mobile home park that her family visit each 
year in West Clare. She’s been there in all sorts 
of weather and to her; it’s just as beautiful on a 
stormy day as it is on a sunny one. 

Well done Olivia! 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you to all our readers! 

We hope you enjoyed this edition of RedSokz; we’ll be back with our final 
edition before the summer break! So stay tuned… 

Until then, enjoy the Easter holidays everyone and thanks again for reading 
up on all things Villiers!  

 

This edition of REDSOKZ is brought to you by a new and equally 
wonderful group of TY students: 

Louis aan de Wiel, George Banarie, Charlotte Berthaux, Elene Bilbao, 
Alanna Coughlan, Fiore Dalla Chiara, Aleksander Darmos, Lily 
Holloway, Sarah Howell, Austin Ihezuo, Allegra Junemann, Olive 
McFerran, Lara McMahon  Sophie Moloney, Isabel O’Shea, Ellen 
Phelan, Elizabeth Phythian, Rachel Power, Michael Sheehy and 
Amaia Torbett.  

 



 
 
 
 


