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Simon vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 

Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school 

musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the 

spotlight. Now change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of his comfort zone before he's 

pushed out--without alienating his friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness 

with the most confusing, adorable guy he's never met. 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of 

looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in 

common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they share a special 

friendship--the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that 

Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and the kind of people they 

want to be. 

 

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller 

Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the court of 

King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. By all rights their paths should never cross, but Achilles 

takes the shamed prince as his friend, and as they grow into young men skilled in the arts of war 

and medicine their bond blossoms into something deeper - despite the displeasure of Achilles' 

mother Thetis, a cruel sea goddess. But then word comes that Helen of Sparta has been kidnapped. 

Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus journeys with Achilles to Troy, little knowing 

that the years that follow will test everything they hold dear. 

 

Meet Cute Diary by Emery Lee 

Noah Ramirez thinks he's an expert on romance. He has to be for his popular blog, the Meet Cute 

Diary, a collection of trans happily ever afters. There's just one problem--all the stories are fake. 

What started as the fantasies of a trans boy afraid to step out of the closet has grown into a 

beacon of hope for trans readers across the globe. 

When a troll exposes the blog as fiction, Noah's world unravels. The only way to save the Diary is 

to convince everyone that the stories are true, but he doesn't have any proof. Then Drew walks 

into Noah's life, and the pieces fall into place: Drew is willing to fake-date Noah to save the Diary. 

But when Noah's feelings grow beyond their staged romance, he realizes that dating in real life 

isn't quite the same as finding love on the page. 

 

The Falling in Love Montage by Ciara Smyth 

Seventeen-year-old cynic Saoirse Clarke isn’t looking for a relationship. But when she meets 

mischievous Ruby, that rule goes right out the window. Sort of. 

Because Ruby has a loophole in mind: a summer of all the best cliché movie montage dates, with a 

definite ending come fall—no broken hearts, no messy breakup. It would be the perfect plan, if 

they weren’t forgetting one thing about the Falling in Love Montage: when it’s over, the characters 

have fallen in love...for real. 

  



I’ll Be The One by Lyla Lee 

Skye Shin has heard it all. Fat girls shouldn't dance. Wear bright colors. Shouldn't call attention 

to themselves. But Skye dreams of joining the glittering world of K-Pop, and to do that, she's 

about to break all the rules that society, the media, and even her own mother, have set for girls 

like her. 

She'll challenge thousands of other performers in an internationally televised competition looking 

for the next K-pop star, and she'll do it better than anyone else. 

When Skye nails her audition, she's immediately swept into a whirlwind of countless practices, 

shocking performances, and the drama that comes with reality TV. What she doesn't count on are 

the highly fat-phobic beauty standards of the Korean pop entertainment industry, her sudden 

media fame and scrutiny, or the sparks that soon fly with her fellow competitor, Henry Cho. 

 

We Are Totally Normal by Naomi Kanakia 

Nandan’s got a plan to make his junior year perfect. He’s going to make sure all the parties are 

chill, he’s going to smooth things over with his ex, and he’s going to help his friend Dave get into 

the popular crowd—whether Dave wants to or not. The high school social scene might be 

complicated, but Nandan is sure he’s cracked the code. 

Then, one night after a party, Dave and Nandan hook up, which was not part of the plan—especially 

because Nandan has never been into guys. Still, Dave’s cool, and Nandan’s willing to give it a shot, 

even if that means everyone starts to see him differently. 

But while Dave takes to their new relationship with ease, Nandan’s completely out of his depth. 

And the more his anxiety grows about what his sexuality means for himself, his friends, and his 

social life, the more he wonders whether he can just take it all back. But is breaking up with the 

only person who’s ever really gotten him worth feeling “normal” again? 

 

Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating by Adiba Jaigirdar 

Everyone likes Humaira Hani Khan--she's easy going and one of the most popular girls at school. 

But when she comes out to her friends as bisexual, they invalidate her identity, saying she can't be 

bi if she's only dated guys. Panicked, Hani blurts out that she's in a relationship...with a girl her 

friends absolutely hate--Ishita Ishu Dey. Ishu is the complete opposite of Hani. She's an academic 

overachiever who hopes that becoming head girl will set her on the right track for college. But 

Ishita agrees to help Hani, if Hani will help her become more popular so that she stands a chance 

of being elected head girl. 

Despite their mutually beneficial pact, they start developing real feelings for each other. But 

relationships are complicated, and some people will do anything to stop two Bengali girls from 

achieving happily ever after. 

 

Not If I See You First by Eric Lindstrom 

Parker Grant doesn't need 20/20 vision to see right through you. That's why she created the 

Rules: Don't treat her any differently just because she's blind, and never take advantage. There 

will be no second chances. Just ask Scott Kilpatrick, the boy who broke her heart. 

When Scott suddenly reappears in her life after being gone for years, Parker knows there's only 

one way to react - shun him so hard it hurts. She has enough on her mind already, like trying out 



for the track team (that's right, her eyes don't work but her legs still do), doling out tough-love 

advice to her painfully naive classmates, and giving herself gold stars for every day she hasn't 

cried since her dad's death three months ago. But avoiding her past quickly proves impossible, and 

the more Parker learns about what really happened - both with Scott, and her dad - the more she 

starts to question if things are always as they seem. Maybe, just maybe, some Rules are meant to 

be broken. 

 

A Quiet Kind of Thunder by Sara Barnard 

Steffi has been a selective mute for most of her life - she's been silent for so long that she feels 

completely invisible. But Rhys, the new boy at school, sees her. He's deaf, and her knowledge of 

basic sign language means that she's assigned to look after him. To Rhys, it doesn't matter that 

Steffi doesn't talk, and as they find ways to communicate, Steffi finds that she does have a voice, 

and that she's falling in love with the one person who makes her feel brave enough to use it. 

 

Love and First Sight by Josh Sundquist 

On his first day at a new school, blind sixteen-year-old Will Porter accidentally groped a girl on the 

stairs, sat on another student in the cafeteria, and somehow drove a classmate to tears. High 

school can only go up from here, right? 

As Will starts to find his footing, he develops a crush on a charming, quiet girl named Cecily. Then 

an unprecedented opportunity arises: an experimental surgery that could give Will eyesight for the 

first time in his life. But learning to see is more difficult than Will ever imagined, and he soon 

discovers that the sighted world has been keeping secrets. It turns out Cecily doesn't meet 

traditional definitions of beauty--in fact, everything he'd heard about her appearance was a lie 

engineered by their so-called friends to get the two of them together. Does it matter what Cecily 

looks like? No, not really. But then why does Will feel so betrayed? 

 

Say What You Will by Cammie McGovern 

Born with cerebral palsy, Amy can't walk without a walker, talk without a voice box, or even fully 

control her facial expressions. Plagued by obsessive-compulsive disorder, Matthew is consumed 

with repeated thoughts, neurotic rituals, and crippling fear. Both in desperate need of someone to 

help them reach out to the world, Amy and Matthew are more alike than either ever realized. 

When Amy decides to hire student aides to help her in her senior year at Coral Hills High School, 

these two teens are thrust into each other's lives. As they begin to spend time with each other, 

what started as a blossoming friendship eventually grows into something neither expected. 

 

The Silence Between Us by Alison Gervais 

Deaf teen Maya moves across the country and must attend a hearing school for the first time. As 

if that wasn't hard enough, she also has to adjust to the hearing culture, which she finds 

frustrating--and also surprising when some classmates, including Beau Watson, take time to learn 

ASL. As Maya looks past graduation and focuses on her future dreams, nothing, not even an 

unexpected romance, will not derail her pursuits. But when people in her life--Deaf and hearing 

alike--ask her to question parts of her Deaf identity, Maya stands proudly, never giving in to the 

idea that her Deafness is a disadvantage. 



Love from A to Z by SK Ali 

A marvel: something you find amazing. Even ordinary-amazing. Like potatoes—because they make 

French fries happen. Like the perfect fries Adam and his mom used to make together. An oddity: 

whatever gives you pause. Like the fact that there are hateful people in the world. Like Zayneb’s 

teacher, who won’t stop reminding the class how “bad” Muslims are. But Zayneb, the only Muslim in 

class, isn’t bad. She’s angry. When she gets suspended for confronting her teacher, and he begins 

investigating her activist friends, Zayneb heads to her aunt’s house in Doha, Qatar, for an early 

start to spring break. Fueled by the guilt of getting her friends in trouble, she resolves to try out 

a newer, “nicer” version of herself in a place where no one knows her. 

Then her path crosses with Adam’s. Since he got diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in November, 

Adam’s stopped going to classes, intent, instead, on perfecting the making of things. Intent on 

keeping the memory of his mom alive for his little sister. Adam’s also intent on keeping his 

diagnosis a secret from his grieving father. Alone, Adam and Zayneb are playing roles for others, 

keeping their real thoughts locked away in their journals. 

Until a marvel and an oddity occurs… 

 

The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B by Teresa Toten 

When Adam meets Robyn at a support group for kids coping with obsessive-compulsive disorder, he 

is drawn to her almost before he can take a breath. He's determined to protect and defend her--

to play Batman to her Robyn--whatever the cost. But when you're fourteen and the everyday 

problems of dealing with divorced parents and step-siblings are supplemented by the challenges of 

OCD, it's hard to imagine yourself falling in love. How can you have a "normal" relationship when 

your life is so fraught with problems? And that's not even to mention the small matter of those 

threatening letters Adam's mother has started to receive . . . 

 

The State of Grace by Rachael Lucas 

Sometimes I feel like everyone else was handed a copy of the rules for life and mine got lost. 

Grace has Asperger's and her own way of looking at the world. She's got a horse and a best friend 

who understand her, and that's pretty much all she needs. But when Grace kisses Gabe and things 

start to change at home, the world doesn't make much sense to her any more. 

Suddenly everything threatens to fall apart, and it's up to Grace to fix it on her own. 

 

That Thing We Call a Heart by Sheba Karim 

Growing up Pakistani American in the heart of New Jersey, Shabnam Qureshi is used to not quite 

fitting in. Her hardcore feminist BFF has started wearing a hijab. She’s telling lies about a star-

crossed Partition romance to strangers. And body hair is ever an issue. But when she meets 

charming Jamie, who hangs with her at her pie-shop gig all summer, she feels like things might be 

changing. But for better, or for worse? 

 

Don’t Date Rosa Santos by Nina Moreno 

Cuban-American Rosa Santos is cursed. According to legend, if the women in her family fall in love 

with a sailor, he will die at sea. While Rosa swims through the chaos of college decisions and a 

strained relationship with her mother, mysterious Alex Aquino returns to town. Alex is a sailor, 



which means Rosa must stay away… but she can’t. Who says you can’t break a curse and define your 

own destiny all in one summer? 

 

This is Kind of an Epic Love Story by Kacen Callender 

Nathan Bird is an aspiring screenwriter and a strong opponent of happy endings. After witnessing 

enough heartbreak in his life, Nate swears love isn’t in the cards for him. That all changes when 

Nate’s childhood best friend Oliver moves back to town, challenging everything Nate thought he 

knew about love, friendship, and himself. 

 

The Stars and the Blackness Between Them by Junauda Petrus 

Told from two perspectives, this fearless story follows two young Black girls struggling to find 

their place in the world. Audre is going through a lot. Originally from Trinidad, she’s sent to live 

with her father in Minneapolis after her mother catches her with a secret girlfriend. In 

Minneapolis she’ll meet Mabel, who happens to be going through a lot, too. Mabel has been ill for 

most of the summer and thinks... she might like girls. When their worlds collide, love hits hard and 

fast — but adding to the momentum is a grim diagnosis that thrusts their romance into an 

uncertain future. 

 

Opposite of Always by Justin A Reynolds 

Jack meets Kate at a party. Jack and Kate fall in love. Kate is sick. Kate dies — and suddenly, Jack 

finds himself back at the party, returned to the moment they first met. Grateful for a second 

chance, Jack is determined to save Kate’s life. But will he get a third chance? Or a fourth? He 

must tread through time carefully, as each choice he makes could drastically alter not only Kate’s 

future, but everyone closest to him. In a battle against time, death, and fate, Jack learns that it’s 

the little moments that make up a life. 

 

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman 

Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but they've never met ... until one day when they're made 

to sit together. They quickly become friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even though 

he doesn't think he has a chance. But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in 

Charlie than either of them realised.  

 

Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender 

Despite his name, Felix Love has never been in love, and as a Black, queer, transgender teen, has 

started to think he's destined never to find it. But when someone starts posting anonymous 

transphobic messages online, Felix goes out for revenge and finds himself in an unlikely love 

triangle as a result. 

 

Anna and the French Kiss by Stephanie Perkins 

Meet Anna, a soon-to-be senior in Atlanta who’s got it all. That is, until her father ships her all the 

way to a boarding school in France. Suffice to say, that’s practically the other side of the world. 

Now Anna has to contend both with baguettes and Étienne St. Clair, a handsome youth who has no 

right to be as charming or gorgeous as he is. 


