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Foreword
Whenever I have the privilege to show international parents or visitors around the school, without fail, they comment on the same things. After mentioning the remarkable family atmosphere
which permeates the corridors and dormitories, or the relationships in evidence between teachers and students, visitors inevitably comment on the diverse mix of international students who
are part of everyday life in Villiers. And yet for those of us who live, work and study here, nothing seems more ‘normal.’

Villiers is home to students from almost 30 countries. As an English speaking school in an English speaking country, we understand that for many international students who attend Villiers,
studying in a native English-speaking environment is an important part of the education-abroad experience. To ensure that students are fully immersed in the English speaking educational
environment that Villiers offers, we are careful to ensure diversity of languages amongst our international students, especially within the IBDP. That being said, we embrace the richness that
diverse languages and cultures add to a school and we also offer access to an extensive range of taught languages, including Irish, French, German, Spanish, Japanese, Russian and Chinese.

Having a culturally diverse student body from Europe, the Americas, Africa, Asia and Oceania ensures that international-mindedness is at the heart of the Villiers’ experience. Time spent in
Villiers provides opportunities to learn individual responsibility and respect as part of a school environment which is at once both local and global, and where each unique individual is
acknowledged and recognised as part of an interdependent community, where difference is cherished.

As the only authorised IB Boarding School in Ireland, we offer students and families the opportunity to live on campus while undertaking the challenging and highly rewarding IB Diploma
Programme. The IBDP in Villiers offers highly motivated learners the opportunity to study and flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically in Villiers’ unique and supportive
family atmosphere.

All non-native English speakers in Villiers benefit from additional English tuition. A team of dedicated English as an Additional Language (EAL) teachers provide individual and small-group
language tuition. Exam preparation for Cambridge English Qualifications is also available.

If you would like to find out more information about international programmes at Villiers School, I would be delighted to hear from you, and to guide you further on what Villiers has to offer.

Greetings from Ireland!

Shane Hanna
International Student and IBDP Coordinator
shanna@villiers-school.com

mailto:shanna@villiers-school.com




Established in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) was the first

programme offered by the IB and is taught to students aged 16-19. It was created by teachers at the

International School of Geneva, with assistance from several other international schools.

 

The DP was established to provide students with a balanced education, facilitate geographic and

cultural mobility and to promote international understanding. The programme aims to develop

students who have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge – students who flourish physically,

intellectually, emotionally and ethically.

 

The Diploma Programme (DP) curriculum is made up of six subject groups and the DP core,

comprising theory of knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the extended essay.

Through the Diploma Programme (DP) core, students reflect on the nature of knowledge, complete

independent research and undertake a project that often involves community service.

 

The IBDP is an academically rigorous programme, which offers students many opportunities for both

personal development and future study. IB curriculum is recognised by colleges and universities

worldwide.

 

Source: https://www.ibo.org/

What is the IBDP?

https://www.ibo.org/


Villiers was officially authorised to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) and became an IB

World School in March 2017, becoming only the second school in Ireland to offer the IBDP, and the only boarding school. 

The IBDP at Villiers School has grown from five students in the first cohort, the graduating class of 2020, to twenty

students in our fourth cohort, the current DP Year 1 class. We are very proud to have a 100% DP graduation rate, and our

average DP results are consistent with global IB average results, with Villiers students achieving an overall average of 33

points, and an average grade of 5.25. 

Villiers School is fortunate to have growing numbers of students joining our DP class from a variety of cultures,

backgrounds, and experiences, all of which adds to the intrinsic diversity that we value and foster within our school

community. We currently have 18 nationalities represented within the DP in Villiers. 

Villiers believes in a shared IB Schools' philosophy: a commitment to high quality, challenging, international education

for all its students. Academic excellence is a process of both formal and informal education, which traverses all

programmes at Villiers School. It is intended that Villiers students will see education in its wider context, as a limitless

and unending process to be enjoyed for a lifetime.

Students attending Villiers can choose, in consultation with the IBDP Coordinator, to study either the Irish Leaving

Certificate or the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.

/

 Villiers School and the IBDP



The IB Learner Profile

IB students develop their
natural curiosity. They acquire
the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show
independence in learning.

IB students explore concepts,
ideas and issues that have local
and global significance. In so
doing, they acquire in-depth
knowledge and develop
understanding across a broad
and balanced range of
disciplines.

IB students exercise initiative in
applying thinking skills
critically and creatively to
recognize and approach
complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions. 

IB students give thoughtful
consideration to their own
learning and experience. They
are able to assess and
understand their strengths and
limitations in order to support
their learning and personal
development.

IB students understand the
importance of intellectual,
physical and emotional balance
to achieve
personal well-being for
themselves and others.

IB students approach
unfamiliar situations and
uncertainty with courage and
forethought, and have the
independence of spirit to
explore new roles, ideas and
strategies. They are brave and
articulate in defending their
beliefs.

IB students show empathy,
compassion and respect
towards the needs and feelings
of others. They have a personal
commitment to service, and act
to make a positive difference to
the lives of others and to the
environment.

IB students understand and
appreciate their own cultures
and personal histories, and are
open to the perspectives, values
and traditions of other
individuals and communities. 

IB students act with integrity
and honesty, with a strong
sense of fairness, justice and
respect for
the dignity of the individual,
groups and communities. They
take responsibility for their
own actions.

IB students understand and
express ideas and information
confidently and creatively in
more than one language and in
a variety of modes of
communication. They work
effectively and willingly
in collaboration with others.

Life Inquirers Knowledgeable Thinkers Communicators Principled

Balanced ReflectiveRisk-takersCaringOpen-minded

Source: www.ibo.org

http://www.ibo.org/




Creativity

Exploring and extending ideas leading

to an original or interpretive product or

performance

•

Activity

Physical exertion contributing to a

healthy lifestyle

•

Service

Collaborative and reciprocal

engagement with the community in

response to an authentic need

Creativity, Activity, Service
(CAS)

4,000 words maximum, plus a reflection

form of 500 words maximum

•

In-depth study of a focused topic

chosen by the student, usually related

to one of the student’s six subjects

•

Presented like an academic paper with

a well-formulated research question

•

D grade or higher in EE is necessary to

be awarded the IB Diploma

The Extended Essay 
(EE)

The IB Core

Critical thinking and inquiring into the

process of knowing.

•

100 hours class time required.

•

TOK considers how we know what we

claim to know.

•

Encourages knowledge questions.

•

Relates learning to real life situations.

•

Shared and personal knowledge.

Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK)

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/creativity-activity-and-service/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/


IBDP Subject Options 2022-2024

Language and Literature A (HL/SL) (English)
Language A (HL/SL) 

Studies in Language and Literature

Language and Literature A courses are intended
for a student’s native language. 

         (School-Supported Self-Taught) 

 

English B (HL/SL)

French B (HL/SL)

German B (HL/SL)

Spanish B (HL/SL)

French ab initio (SL)

Spanish ab initio (SL)

Language Acquisition

Business and Management (HL/SL)

Economics (HL/SL)

History (HL/SL)

Geography (HL/SL)

Individuals and Societies

Biology (HL/SL)

Chemistry (HL/SL)

Physics (HL/SL)

Sports, Exercise & Health Science (HL/SL)

Sciences

Mathematics: Applications &

Interpretations SL

Mathematics HL is available through

Pamoja Education

Mathematics

Visual Arts (HL/SL)

or another subject from Groups 2-4

The Arts

Group 1

Group 6Group 5Group 4

Group 3Group 2

To further augment the range of subjects available, Villiers has established links with Pamoja Education: (see http://www.pamojaeducation.com/ for further details and conditions).
Mathematics HL is available through Pamoja Education. Subjects studied through Pamoja Education incur an additional charge.

Click here for more
information!

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/language-a-language-and-literature-slhl/
http://www.pamojaeducation.com/
https://www.villiers-school.com/subjects/




This page includes a guide to understanding IBDP grading, and uses a

comparison to the Irish Leaving Certificate and CAO Points system, which

Irish students may be familiar with, but international students may not be.

All students are encouraged to contact the admissions office of their

desired third level institution to discuss the IB grading requirements for

their desired course of study.

IB Diploma Grading Leaving Certificate Grade Equivalents

6 Subjects - Maximum 7 points per subject - 42 points

•

Core - Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge - 3 points

•

Core - Creativity, Activity, Service - Requirement

•

Minimum points required to pass IBDP - 24 points

•

Maximum points available in IBDP - 45 points

CAO Points Comparison



IBDP Admissions

The potential of the applicant to benefit from the programme;
The capacity of the programme to meet the educational needs of the applicant;
The results of admissions tests, where applicable.
The availability of places. 

In accordance with Villiers School Admissions Policy, admission to the IBDP will be determined based on information obtained with respect to:

Students must have achieved at least a B2 CEFR in English and have the academic skills to succeed in IB Mathematics. Level testing may be requested at the admissions stage.
There is also an interview component to IBDP admissions. Students must be 16 years of age on or before 1st of September 2022 to be considered for direct entry to the IBDP.

IBDP is an academically rigorous programme. Villiers will not admit students to the IBDP who have not demonstrated, in our opinion, the capacity to engage with and benefit from the
IBDP programme.

Successful applicants will receive written confirmation of a school place. Once an offer of a school place in Villiers School is issued, a non-refundable deposit of €2500 is required to
confirm a place in the IBDP. This deposit amount will be applied to the 2022-2023 fee statement.

For more information, please contact me by email: admissions@villiers-school.com, or by phone: +353-61-451447

External applicants can apply online here: https://villiersschool.openapply.com/ 

Internal applicants (i.e., current Villiers School students) are encouraged to discuss their applications directly with Mr. Hanna.

Susan Peña 
Admissions & Communications Manager

admissions@villiers-school.com

mailto:admissions@villiers-school.com
https://villiersschool.openapply.com/
http://villiers-school.com/


Villiers School
 

IBDP Annual Fees
2022-2023

Day Pupil
 

5-day Boarding
 

Fortnightly Boarding

€8,109.00
 

€13,500.00
 

€17,000.00

Tuition Only

Includes Tuition and Boarding 5 nights per week

Includes Tuition and Boarding 5 nights per week plus
open weekends (approximately 2 per month)

Day Pupil
 

5-day Boarding
 

7-day Boarding

€9,600.00
 

€15,100.00
 

€21,700.00

Tuition Only

Includes Tuition and Boarding 5 nights per week

Includes Tuition and Boarding 7 nights per week 
(closed midterms and holidays)

Day Pupil
 

5-day Boarding
 

7-day Boarding

€10,900.00
 

€19,700.00
 

€24,500.00

Tuition Only

Includes Tuition and Boarding 5 nights per week

Includes Tuition and Boarding 7 nights per week 
(closed midterms and holidays)

Ireland

EU

Non-EU



Scan the QR Code 

to access the 

IB Student Blog



Scan the QR Code 

to access the 

Villiers School

IBDP Video





Villiers School, North Circular Road, Limerick, Ireland V94 F983

Telephone: +353 61 451447 / 451400

E-mail: admissions@villiers-school.com

Web: www.villiers-school.com

@VilliersSchool

Villiers School
Limerick, Ireland

Founded 1821
 

Co-Educational
National & International

Boarding & Day School
 

Headmistress: Jill A. Storey M.A. H.Dip. Ed.(Hons), Dip. in Rem. Ed. (Hons)

mailto:admissions@villiers-school.com
http://www.villiers-school.com/

