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Welcome

Dear redsokz readers,

We couldn’t wait to get back onto our computers to
bring to you our Christmas Redsokz edition. It is the
time of giving and receiving and being with family
and the ones you love. A time of delicious food,
Christmas trees, presents and covering your entire
house in way too much tinsel. Due to the ongoing
pandemic and COVID restrictions, Christmas will be
different this year, however, we hope you enjoy
reading our school news all the same!
In this edition of Redsokz we have articles about the
school drama, law workshop, the drumming
workshop, Christmas lyric quiz, and much more. We
hope everyone keeps two metres social distancing,
washes their hands and stays safe.

Merry Christmas!
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Science Week

Students in Villers School have been very active this
year for Science Week. Science Week runs from
November 8th to November 15th each year. It is
organised by Science Foundation Ireland and is Ireland’s
annual celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics.

Every year, students across the country get involved
in science-based activities. Students in Villiers
engaged in a variety of competitions and
experiments. In particular, our Science Club and
Green Schools Committee were proactive and
encouraged everybody to get involved in different
events arranged around the school.
First Year students created projects on famous
scientists; Sean, Art, Olivia and Jim created the best
projects, winning prizes for their hard work.
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The form I Green Schools Committee demonstrated
Oobleck starch and water experiments to their
classmates. While students in Form III watched science
and math UL webinars.
Transition Year students got involved in
constructing and flying paper airplanes. Transition
Year students in the Science Club took part by
making sherbert to experience the benefits that
chemistry offers in our world today!
Many classes also watched the recent David
Attenborough documentary released on Netflix ‘A
Life on our Planet’. None of this could have taken
place without Ms. Carswell, who was coordinating
these fantastic activities in safe environment.
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Brother Graham Interview:
Our new Villiers Chaplain
This year in October, our new staff member, Brother Graham,
came to Villiers as our new Chaplain. Since then, he and his
Transition Year Community Group have organised many events
such as introducing this year’s outdoor Villiers Christmas Treewhich can be seen in the garden outside the Dining Hall-a
work-in-progress project, the group have put together plans
and scripts for making professional LGBTQ+ awareness videos.
In this interview, we have asked Brother Graham many things
about his professional life, travelling experience, and his
experiences and expectations of Villiers.

In your work experience, what has been your personal proudest
achievement?
"I think it was in New Zealand. I was teaching in a really rough
school in the capital city, and I was being prepared to be
ordained as clergymen and I was appointed by the bishop of
Wellington to the first ever position as chaplain for sexual
health. This was about 25 years ago and people living with
HIV/AIDS only had access to what is called monotherapy, one
pill. We now know that people in that situation have many
other medical challenges that need combination therapy and I
was a part of a quiet lobbying group that sought to ensure that
those living with HIV/AIDS got access to alternative medicines
and alternative therapy, which was literally a life and death
thing. It was interesting since this was a time where although I
had a regular job as a teacher, I was actually doing more work
in the community in a quiet way, but I didn't realise it at the
time."
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How long did you work on this?
"Well, it was over a two-year period, New Zealand being a small
country in terms of population means it's easier to get things
done. Kiwis have a strong sense of fair play, and it was realised
that this had to be changed immediately."

What is a trait that you admire in your students or that you value in
people in general?
"People who are never afraid to say or do what they think is
right. The wisdom to know what the responsibility and
consequences might be and yet still be prepared to speak out
even if it's to their own personal detriment. Independentminded people who are interesting and dare to be different."

In your experience with Villiers, how has it been so far and what do
you think you’ll change?
"My first impression is that people are extraordinarily friendly.
This is the first job I've ever had where even after 6 weeks no
one has been unpleasant to me in any way. Having been
involved with other schools, I think something that is
distinctive about Villiers is that there is a very quiet
underlying, caring, tradition and practice to make it so that it
would be very difficult for anybody that's here that's suffering
in any way for that to go unnoticed and for anyone in the
community not to respond to that. There's a lot of laughter
which I think is very important in life, while the academic work
is taken seriously, it's not done in a boring way. There is at
least humor that goes with it."

So what you plan to achieve with this school, how has that changed
according to what you just said?
"My role is unique, it's quite different from anything else. I'm
not a teacher, I do some teaching, but my role is Chaplain. You
can write a book on how to do that work, a large part of it
might be what is called ‘hovering with intent’. Just being
around and being available. It’s too early for me to say how
that's really going to work out.
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"I don't really know how one could judge whether or not I've
achieved anything except for whether or not people feel that
I'm approachable and therefore accepted and valued."

What has your experience been with other non-western countries and
cultures?
"Well, I've travelled so far to 49 countries, and extensively
throughout countries other than European ones. I have lived in
the pacific region for some time and that I found particularly
interesting. The art of the indigenous people in the pacific,
their paintings, their body art, tattooing and things like that, is
very distinctive. The indigenous people in Australia are perhaps
one of the oldest cultures in the world, going back perhaps 700
years. Their approach to the environment, that we belong to
the earth rather than the earth belonging to us which of course
I find completely counterintuitive to the Europeans."

What job do you think you were most successful in?
"Well, I've had the freedom to do things, when you’re on your
own you don’t have as many responsibilities. I won an award
from the national secular society in the UK a couple of years
ago. I was the first clergyman to be awarded that, and that was
for my advocacy for respect for those who were victims of
sexual abuse. So that was a proud moment, but in another way
I'm proud of my involvement with prisons. Supporting those
who are considered least acceptable in society now, and also, I
suppose those individual contacts that one makes in life. I
remember quite by chance, and this isn't a heroic thing at all,
but I remember once I just happened to be at the right place at
the right time. A young man had slit his wrists and was
bleeding profusely, because he wasn't allowed access to his
children. I just held his wrists and talked with him while an
ambulance came. And to have an opportunity like that, anyone
would have done the same, but that always sticks in my mind."
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You were once a teacher of French and Latin, so how is it like being
back in the school environment?
"It’s very nice being here and not being a teacher. I do have one
class of Religious Education with Form I, and I really love that,
but I would think that it would be hard to both be a full time
teacher and Chaplain. The two days a week when I meet with
the Transition Year Community group, it’s not quite a formal
class, but it isn’t not teaching, and that’s what makes it so very
enjoyable. Also, those sessions with Form V and VI which are
more about drawing out from the students what it is they want
to do, and perhaps making them more questioning with regard
to not only their rights but their responsibilities when they
leave school and go out into the adult world."

About French and Latin, what inspired you to want to learn those
languages and go on to eventually teaching them?
"Just as a young boy, I love everything to do with France. The
language fascinated me, I love the food, and I always feel
entirely relaxed being in France and speaking French and just
being around that whole culture."

You once worked as a fund raiser for a ballet group, what made you
join that?
"I’ve always loved dance, even though I’m not a dancer. I’m
impressed by those people that can sing and dance and act, all
those creative things that I can’t do. I find it enormously
inspiring. I particularly like modern dance, and dancers are
athletes. I’ve always had a great admiration for people who can
push themselves physically to do things that become
wonderful and creative and inspirational. So, I worked for both
the Australian Ballet and the Royal Ballet, and my job was to
raise money to buy tickets to give to those who normally
couldn’t go and watch."
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What are you most excited about working with Villiers?
"The great thing about working with Villiers is that no two days
are the same. I know where I have to be at certain times, but I
have no idea what’s going to be thrown up in the TY
Community group from one moment to the next, or what other
challenges are going to emerge with a group or an individual.
It’s impossible to be bored being a staff member of Villiers with
all those changing things."

And to finish, do you like pineapple on pizza?
*Laughter* "I do like pineapple, and I do like vegan pizzas, but I
don’t eat pizza very often. There’s good pizza and there’s bad
pizza."
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Villiers’ Student Success
in International Forum

Three TY students from Villiers participated in The Global
Education Destinations ‘Buddies without Borders’ forum. They
participated in multiple debates about education in the
countries for which they were representatives and
collaborated with their teams to create resolutions on key
issues.
One student, Rowan Beddows from Form 4N, was in the top
three students following a vote from their fellow participants.
Though she didn’t quite manage to get the top prize, she got
close, enabling her to snag a prize worth three hundred US
dollars. She is now allowed to set up a Buddies without Borders
club here in the school without the usual fee. At the club,
students will be able to debate international matters and
projects related to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).
Being a member school rather than just participators in the
forum will enable the club members to be able to access an
international social discussion group, be sent issues to discuss,
get one guaranteed seat in future forums and clubs get invited
to participate in a joint international project.
This was not even Rowan’s first major win of this year; she won
a Halloween poetry competition to get her poetry in a
magazine called ‘Paper Lanterns.’ We will be watching Rowan
with interest to see how the club goes, she is also a prominent
member of the global schools club, showcasing her
international mindset and community spirit as a model
member of the Villiers School community.
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LGBTQ+ Awareness
Week in Villiers School:
During the week of the 16th of November, everyone in Villiers
school got to show their pride in blazing colours for our LGBTQ+
students, friends and family. Posters were designed by students
with the slogan: “I’m an Ally. I’m not gay, bi or transgender. Lesbian,
pansexual, or asexual. I just support this crazy idea that Everyone
should have equal rights!! Please stand up for LGBTI+ students.”
This allowed the school to show a clear message; our community is
an open, safe, diverse space for anyone to be themselves without
fear of discrimination. To further show our pride, a flag was hung
from the dorms and smaller flags were draped across the senior
café and other prominent places in the school.

This year, Villiers is working extra hard to support LGBTI+ students
to ensure our school is safe and secure for everyone. Currently, the
TY community group is putting together two films to speak against
homophobia and show that any form of discrimination to LGBTI+
students will not be tolerated. The writers of RedSokz would like to
send a message to our LGBTI+ friends that you are welcome here,
you are loved, and you are wanted. You are enough and you will
always be accepted and supported here in Villiers School.
By: Rowan Beddows
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Christmas in Villiers
School Christmas Tree
The TY Community Group this year, decided to
put up the schools first ever outdoor Christmas
tree to spread Christmas cheer. The tree is
placed outside the junior café for everyone to
see. The tree was kindly donated by the Powell
family.

Christmas Dinner

Every year in Villiers school, Christmas dinner is held
around the second week of December. Students such as
the boarders, day boarders and prefects. This gives
everyone a chance to get in the Christmas spirit and an
opportunity to dress up with their friends and
classmates. Unfortunately, this year due to coronavirus
it was held differently. This meant that two separate,
physically distanced dinners took place this year and
were a brilliant success!

College Awareness week
As the Form VI prepare to take their Leaving Cert exams, they
now also have to consider the career path they will be taking
after their Leaving Cert. A College Awareness Week was held in
the school in order to give students the opportunity to stop
and consider what path they may take. This included talks,
pamphlets and signs being distributed throughout the school
to show the students what options are available to them after
school.
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Lights, Camera, Action:
TY Drama
Due to COVID-19 the tradition of a Villiers TY stage
performance was put on hold for a year. However, the
school came up with a new way for students to get a
drama experience through the creation of short films.
During this time students learned about the roles in
making a movie and watching examples of other
people's short films. The students were divided into
groups and came up with ideas for short films to make
together. Everyone had different jobs in the film for
example writers, camera crew, director, producer and
costume designers.
It was nice to see all the hard work put into the film at
the end when the finished product was screened. By
the end of the process the students had written, filmed
and acted in two separate short films. The Drama
workshop was a great experience to have and a nice
way to spend TY and do something really different.
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Law Module

The transition years had a wonderful experience in
participating in the Law module in school this term. Over a
number of days the students were visited by a solicitor and a
barrister who ran a workshop that explained what it is like to
be a barrister and a solicitor, how to enter the career and the
lives of solicitors on a day-to-day basis.
The students really enjoyed getting such amazing insights from
experts in their field. It was thought-provoking and many
students are now considering pursuing the career in third level.
Among the activities held were fun quizzes and a mock case
that everyone had to participate in. Students were given
different roles such as the defense, prosecutor, accused, jury,
witness etc. By playing these roles the students got a good idea
on what it would feel like to be in court. We hope to see many
young lawyers in the future to come.
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Christmas Traditions in
Europe
The Christmas season is a wonderful time of the year full of
traditions. In honour of Villiers international community, we
took a look at some Christmas traditions around the world.
Advent plays a big part in the German celebrations. There are
many advent calendars used in German homes, for example,
there are some that contain a wreath and have 24 boxes/bags
that contain a small gift. Christmas trees are very important in
Germany and were traditionally put up in the house on
Christmas Eve. In Germany Christmas Eve is the main day
where families exchange presents. At the beginning of, or
during, Advent, in some parts of Germany children, write to
Christkind asking for gifts. Christkind is described as a girl who
has “Christ like” qualities.
In Nürnberg every year a young girl is chosen to be in a parade
as Christkind. The girl has long blonde curly hair, wears a long
white and gold dress and has a gold crown. In Nürnberg
Christkind officially opens the Christmas Market, this occurs
the Friday before Advent.
Some people say it is Weihnachtsmann (Santa) that brings the
main presents on Christmas Eve while other people say it’s
Christkind.
In Germany Christmas Day is called “Erste Feiertag” which
means ‘first celebration’ and the 26th of December is "Zweite
Feiertag” which is translated to ‘second celebration’.
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Many Spanish people have a large family gathering on
Christmas Eve. People come together and eat a large Christmas
dinner. After this dinner most Spanish Catholics head to
midnight mass called Misa Del Gallo. At the mass, Spanish
people reaffirm their faith and praise the birth of Jesus Christ
on Christmas Day.
Instead of a Christmas cake, Spanish people eat a sweet bread
ring topped with candied fruits and crushed almonds. This cake
is called the Roscón de Reyes and is usually eaten on the 6th of
January. Sometimes a small figurine is hidden inside the cake
and whoever finds it has to buy the next year’s Roscón.
Traditionally children would receive their presents on the 6th
of January by the Reyes Magos or three wise men, not Santa
Claus. Nowadays this tradition is starting to change, so many
children get presents on the 25th of December and the 6th of
January.
A huge tradition in Spain, in the lead up to Christmas is the El
Gordo lottery. The lottery draw happens on the 22nd of
December with loads of prize winners. The numbers on the
lottery are sung out by schoolchildren. The lottery began in
1812. A full lottery ticket costs 200 euros, but the ticket is
divided into 10 décimos, which are 20 euros. As a result, the
prize is divided among numerous people. The splitting of the
prize is what helps to make the Spanish Christmas lottery such
a beloved tradition, the slogan of the lottery “El mayor premio
es compartirlo” means “The greatest prize is sharing”.
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Nósanna na Nollag
(timpeall an domhain)
TY Gaeilge

An Ísiltír
Tarlaíonn Sinterklaas ar an séú lá de mhí na Nollag. Gach bliain
tagann Sinterklaas agus a chúntóirí ar bhád gaíle le capall bán.
Cuireann na páistí a mbróga in aice leis an simléar nó ag an
doras cúil agus san oíche líontar iad le prásóg, cnónna, sinsir
agus litreacha seacláide.

Éire
Tá an traidisiúin seo ag fáil bháis den chuid is mó ach tá sé fós
ag dul ar aghaidh go láidir i gCo. Chiarraí agus I gCo. Chorcaí.
Tugtar Nollaig na mBan ar an lá seo mar go traidisiúnta is iad
na fir a dhéanann an obair tí ar an lá seo. Ba é seo an lá inar
dtógadh síos an crann Nollag agus na maisiúcháin eile. Ba nós
é feoil an ghé a ithe ar an lá seo.
Gach Nollaig, téann Éireannaigh i gcóir “Snámh na Nollag” i
lochanna, aibhneacha, agus farraigí ar fud an oileáin. Cuireann
daoine cróga a gcuid culaith snámha orthu chun tumadh
isteach lena gcairde agus lena muintir. Bíonn sé deacair
fanacht san uisce ar feadh thréimhse ama toisc go mbíonn sé
chomh fuar sin. Tar éis an snámh itheann daoine agus
cuireann said tuáille teolaí orthu.
Tá nós ann in Éirinn le fada an lá ina gcuirtear coinneal
lasaithe san fhuinneog Oíche. Tá sé fós á chleachtadh inniu. Ba
shiombal fáilte é do Mhuire fadó nuair a bhí sí ag lorg foscailte
i mBethlehem an oíche a rugadh a mac Íosa Críost.
In Éirinn le déanaí, is é an traidisiún is mó ná féachaint ar an
“Late Late Toy Show”. Féachann an cheathrú cuid de mhuintir
na hÉireann ar an gclár cáiliúil seo gach Nollaig. Súgraíonn
páistí le bréagáin ar an seo. Bronntar na bréagáin seo ar
eagraíochta charthanachta timpeall na tíre i ndiaidh an seó.
Caitheann láithreoir an seó Ryan Tubridy geansaithe na Nollag
déanta ag an bpobal gach blian.
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An Rúis
Ar Oíche Chinn Bhliana, cruthaíonn na leanaí ciorcal timpeall
an chrann Nollag lena lámha agus glaonn siad ar Dhaideo an
tSeaca agus a ghariníon Snedgurochka. Nuair a bhíonn
an bheirt acu le feiceáil, soilsíonn soilse an chrainn agus
tugann siad na bronntanais do na páistí.

An Bhreatain Bheag
Tosaíonn Plygain idir a trí agus a sé a chlog ar
maidin. Cruinníonn fir sa séipéal áitiúil chun carúil na Nollag a
chanadh le tionlacan an chláirsigh. Maireann na carúil timpeall
ceithre uair a chloig tois gur amhránaithe iontacha iad na
Breatnaigh. Gach blian bíonn comórtas Eisteddfodde ann ina
gcuireann daoine carúil nua isteach. Cruinníonn na mílte
le chéile chun a fháil amach cé a bhuafaidh an comórtas.
An Afraic Theas
Toisc go bhfuil an Afraic Theas i Leathsféar an Deiscirt, tagann
an Nollaig i rith an tsamhraidh. Is é béile na Nollag ná turcaí,
lacha, mairteoil rósta nó muc diúil, agus maróg Nollag nó
maróg malva ina dhiaidh sin. Is minic a itear an béile lasmuigh
i ngrian an tsamhraidh! Má tá sé an-te b’fhéidir go mbeadh
barbeque nó ‘braai’ acu fiú. Tugtar
Sinterklaas & Kersvader ar Santa Claus do dhaoine a
labhraíonn Afracáinis (a bhfuil bunáit aici san Ollainnis).
Singeapór
Is ceiliúradh mór é an Nollaig i Singeapór a thugann leithscéal
eile do mhuintir na háite an rud is breá leo a dhéanamh – ithe
agus siopadóireacht. Déantar an crios siopadóireachta càiliúil
ar Bhóthar an Úllórd
a lasadh go hiontach gach mí na Nollag chun rampa Fhéile a
mhéadú, agus is meabhrúchán suaithinseach é chun buaileadh
isteach ar na “Malls”. Bíonn cóisir oíche Nollag. I Singeapór, is
gnách go dtéann daoine amach le haghaidh dinnéar na
NollagAdd a little bit of body text

Follow us @VilliersSchool & http://www.villiers-school.com/

History of Christmas in
Society

Christmas is quite possibly the most popular western
celebration. Celebrated in many homes, Christmas has
established itself firmly in modern society. But Christmas was
not seen the same way by our ancestors. The festival that we
know today as Christmas has gone through many changes
throughout human history, so let’s see why, shall we?
As many of us know, Christmas is the celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity. Christmas started
as a Christian celebration founded by Jesus apostles to
commemorate the birth of their saviour. Originally the Feast of
Christ’s Birth didn’t take place during the season of winter, as
the date of Jesus’s birth is not given in the Bible. It was the
Romans who fixed the date of Christmas. When Emperor
Constantine declared Christianity the established religion in
Rome and its empire, Christmas replaced the winter solstice on
their new calendar. This was done because many different
tribes and peoples observed the winter solstice, so replacing
this feast day with the religious feast of Christmas would be
smooth and non-violent.
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The Christmas we know today truly started to take form, like
many things, during the industrial revolution. Queen Victoria is
to be credited for popularising most of the modern elements of
Christmas we know today, such as Christmas trees, Christmas
cards and others. Queen Victoria was married to a German
noble and he brought with him many traditional German
Christmas traditions, like Christmas trees. Charles Dickens
famous short story; A Christmas Carol was also important as it
popularised gift giving and charity at Christmas, particularly
among upper-class and middle-class citizens. Some traditions
such as decorating the house had existed before the industrial
revolution, but became more popular during this time. Another
aspect of Christmas introduced in this time period was our
concept of Santa Claus.
The origin of Santa Claus is commonly traced back to St
Nicholas of Myra, a Turkish bishop and patron saint of sailors
and children. St Nicholas exploits spread far across Europe;
even today he is still celebrated in many European and Middle
Eastern countries. After the German Reformation St Nicholas
became an unpopular in Great Britain, so they came up with
their own figure, Father Christmas (in Irish too he is called
“Daidí na Nollag”, “Father Christmas). In the industrial
revolution an Episcopal minister, Dr Clement Clarke Moore,
published the famed poem An Encounter with St Nicholas (St
Nicholas became popular again thanks to German culture
becoming accepted again in Britain by Queen Victoria), better
known by its renowned first line Twas the Night Before
Christmas. This work was extremely popular and turned Santa
Claus into the figure we know today, with it mentioning a fur
suit, cherry red nose, a sack of presents flung on his back and
his sleigh and eight reindeer.
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Entering the 20th century and a big change was to occur for
Christmas. Even in Victorian times, Christmas was looked on by
Christians as a more secular festival than Easter and others,
but going into the new century it became ever more so. The
1900s saw the rise of capitalism in the west and Christmas
quickly became the most popular festival in the western world
and became firmly entrenched in Western culture. Capitalism
turned Christmas into not just a day, but an entire month and
a half, buying expensive gifts for others, spending huge sums of
money on food and drink. Christmas became increasingly more
secular in tradition, Silent Night replaced by Jingle Bells, St
Nicholas with Santa Claus, Holly with Tinsel and so on. Many
refer to Christmas as “Xmas” now, wishing to completely
remove Christianity from Christmas. This is mainly the case in
the United States and Great Britain.
In other European countries they celebrate Christmas more
traditionally. It is honestly fascinating how Slavic, Central and
Mediterranean celebrate this holiday differently, and that’s not
even mentioning the colourful spectrum that is the old
colonies. Sadly, in most Western countries, Christmas is
becoming more generalised, as travel, society and particularly
the media have made the American/British version of
Christmas more universal and “accepted”.
As for the outliers; countries that are not Western, Christmas is
either celebrated in an incredibly interesting way or it is looked
down upon and it forms no basis in the countries’ identity
(usually for religious reasons). An example of the former would
be a European colony. In the Philippines for example they
attend a morning service nine times from 16th of December to
Christmas Day. Many people stay awake all night during
Christmas Eve and a massive feast is held at midnight called
Noche Buena. Friends and family are invited and several dishes
are laid out like Lechon (a roast pig), fruit salad and rice cakes.
An example of the latter would be Saudi Arabia. An Islamic
country, Saudi Arabia does not celebrate Christian feast days
under strict Sharia Law.
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Saudi's instead celebrate other winter festivals like Eid-ul-Fitr
(depending on the moon). Those who do celebrate Christmas
(usually foreigners working there abroad) do it in a more
western way, as many of these people are European.
Fast-forward to today and Christmas has changed little for the
west. It has, however, become more commercial, with
Christmas sometimes being marketed at late October before
even Halloween! This is mostly due to consumerism and having
to buy additional stock earlier when it’s cheaper to cope with
demands. Christmas continues to become more secular, and
society in general too. It has become more universal, becoming
a festival atheists and other faiths can, to some degree,
participate in. Christmas/Xmas is still the biggest festival in
this country and it doesn’t look set to change.

Jack.
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Christmas Quiz

Fill in the missing song lyrics:

I don't want a lot for
There is just one thing I
I don't care about the
Underneath the
tree.
I just want you for my own.
More than you could
know
Make my
come true oh
All I want for Christmas is
What is the name of this song and the
artist that sang it?
It’s Christmas
and there's no need to be
At Christmas time, we let in and
shade
And in our
of plenty, we spread a
of joy
Throw your
around the world at
time
What is the name of the song and the artist that sang it?
Santa, tell
If you're really
Don’t make fall in
again
If he won't be there next
Santa, tell me if
really cares
What is the name of the song and the artist that sang it?
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It’s the most
time of the year
Lights fill the
, spreading so much
I should be playing in the winter
I'ma be under the
What is the name of the song and the artist that sang it?

We're walking in the
We're
in the midnight sky
The people
below
are
as we
fly
I’m
very tight
I'm riding in the midnight blue
What is the name of the song and the artist that
sang it?

