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Villiers School are continuing to follow all government guidelines and to consult the Health Service 

Executive (HSE) by phone if we have any specific questions as to how to follow these guidelines. 

Most of our international students, whose parents reside overseas, are living in the boarding house, from 

many different countries and cultural backgrounds.  These students are supervised by a core group of 

boarding and support staff, while all other staff are working from home. 

Even though school is not currently going ahead in the traditional manner, students are following exactly 

the daily school routine, including daily classes and all meals. Students are supervised for all classes.  They 

have a small amount of free time in the afternoons and they have supervised study in the evenings. Student 

engagement in online classes has been very good, and the students who are living within the boarding 

‘bubble’ are fortunate to be able to continue to experience social interaction and cultural integration, 

which is a huge part of the experience of studying abroad.  

Keeping these students and staff members safe within the boarding house ‘bubble’ is of utmost importance 

to us, and we do have strategies in place to mitigate risk. 

Reducing contacts: 

 For the time being, while community transmission is high, students are no longer permitted to sign 

out from school to visit the local shops.  If they need an essential item, a member of staff can go to 

the shops and pick up items for them. We have also scheduled a weekly online shopping order, 

which will allow students to purchase snacks, toiletries or other items that they may need or want. 

 Students are permitted to sign out and leave school grounds only to exercise, i.e. they can walk or 

run on the North Circular Road.  

 Students are not permitted to socialise with anyone outside of the boarding ‘bubble’. 

 Weekends with host families are not permitted for the duration of Level 5 restrictions, which are 

now expected to continue until March 5th 2021. The school will remain open each weekend, at no 

additional cost to parents. 

 The school will remain open for February Mid-Term break and Easter Holidays.  These periods were 

not included in annual boarding fees and will incur an additional charge.  
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Testing:  

 All students who travelled from overseas received a negative result from a Covid-19 PCR test prior 

to returning to boarding. 

 All students and staff currently on-site were tested by medical professionals and received a 

negative result from a Covid-19 rapid antigen test. 

Plans in the event of a positive case in the boarding ‘bubble’: 

 We have an individual isolation room, as well as a separate floor within the boarding house which 

are designated for use to isolate any student who may develop symptoms.  

 A confirmed positive case will need to be removed from the school ‘bubble’.  In the case of a staff 

member, they can go home to isolate.  Arrangements for a student would need to be made by their 

educational guardian. 

 In the event of a confirmed positive case, we would retest all students and staff and respond 

accordingly. 

Lockdown can be a challenging time for students. The school nurse is on site from 10am to 6pm daily, and is 
on call outside of these office hours.  In addition, the school chaplain is available on site should any students 
seek additional pastoral care, and other pastoral staff are available remotely.  

While community transmission of Covid-19 remains high, in the past few days we have seen a further 
reduction in the daily case numbers in Ireland, which is encouraging. The safety and wellbeing of students 
and staff remains paramount, and we are committed to ensuring that Villiers School continues to be a safe 
place that students can call ‘home’.  

 

 


