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School Closure January 2021 

Further to guidance from the Government of Ireland and the Department of Education and 
Skills, Villiers School will remain closed for the month of January 2021. 

Online teaching and learning will begin in a formal manner from Tuesday 12th January using 
MS Teams. In broad terms, students and teachers will be following their regular timetables 
for their classes. Students will need to check their school email accounts and MS Teams for 
their access links to these classes. MS Teams can be accessed from mobile phones and 
tablets as well as from laptops and desktop computers.  

Students should be ready for online school in time for the first lesson each day, at 9.00 am, 
and can expect to finish each day at 3.50 pm (3.10 pm on Fridays). Please bear in mind that 
not every teacher will be in a position to fully follow their timetables. Some teachers are 
also carrying out essential caring roles in their family units and bubbles and do not have 
access to external support. All teachers, regardless of their individual circumstances, are 
committed to engaging with their students and continuing with coursework in a meaningful 
way over the coming weeks.  

We view the coming weeks as regular term time and we fully expect our students to engage 
with this. We appreciate that online teaching and learning poses many challenges, and 
encourage you to oversee and support your children, and also to engage with us so that we 
can work together to try to find solutions to difficulties as they arise.  

This is a challenging time for us all, and particularly so for our students in Form VI. We will 
hold a Form VI virtual assembly on MS Teams on Monday 11th January at 3.30 pm and we 
hope to be able to answer any questions our Form VI students may have at this time. 
Students will receive their invitation to this assembly via their school email. Separate virtual 
assemblies will be organised during next week for the other year groups.  

We intend to continue with calendar events as scheduled as much as we possibly can. Our 
Form I Parent Teacher meeting will take place remotely, via MS Teams on 14th January 
2021, and similarly, the Form V and Form II Parent Teacher meetings will also take place on 
their scheduled dates, 20th and 25th January respectively. Further details will be sent closer 
to the time.  

Office staff are now working remotely. The school phone line is still operational; however, it 
is preferable if you email your enquiries to info@villiers-school.com.  
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Additional information for International Boarding Students 

The boarding house will remain open during this period of school closure to international 
boarding students whose parents and / or guardians reside overseas. During this period, 
students who are at school will be facilitated to engage in online tuition, as well as to 
participate in onsite activities. These students will be supporting by school staff and will be 
considered a family unit, or ‘bubble’, allowing them the opportunity to continue to 
experience life in Villiers in as safe a way as possible. Students will be permitted to leave 
school grounds at designated times to visit local shops for essential purposes only, but will 
not be permitted to socialise outside of this ‘bubble’.  

To note, all students returning from overseas are required to complete 5 days of restricted 
movement and receive a negative Covid-19 PCR test prior to returning to the boarding 
house.  

 


