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Foreword
Whenever I have the privilege to show international parents or
visitors around the school, without fail, they comment on the
same things.  After mentioning the remarkable family
atmosphere which permeates the corridors and dormitories, or
the relationships in evidence between teachers and students,
visitors inevitably comment on the diverse mix of international
students who are part of everyday life in Villiers. And yet for
those of us who live, work and study here, nothing seems more
‘normal.’
Villiers is home to students from almost 30 countries. As an
English speaking school in an English speaking country, we
understand that for many international students who attend Villiers, studying in a native
English-speaking environment is an important part of the education-abroad experience.  To ensure that students are fully immersed in the English speaking educational environment that Villiers offers, we are careful to ensure diversity of languages amongst our international students,
especially within the IBDP. That being said, we embrace the richness that diverse languages
and cultures add to a school and we also offer an extensive range of languages including Irish,
French, German, Spanish, Japanese and Chinese.
Having a culturally diverse student body from Europe, the Americas, Africa, Asia and Oceania
ensures that international-mindedness is at the heart of the Villiers’ experience.  Time spent
in Villiers provides opportunities to learn individual responsibility and respect as part of a
school environment which is at once both local and global, and where each unique individual
is acknowledged and recognised as part of an interdependent community, where difference is
cherished.
As the only authorised IB Boarding School in Ireland, we offer students and families the opportunity to live on campus while undertaking the challenging and highly rewarding IB Diploma
Programme.  The IBDP in Villiers offers highly motivated learners the opportunity to study and
flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically in Villiers’ unique and supportive
family atmosphere.
All non-native English speakers in Villiers benefit from additional English tuition.  A team of
dedicated English as an Additional Language (EAL) teachers provide individual and small-group
language tuition.  Exam preparation for Cambridge English Qualifications is also available.
If you would like to find out more information about international programmes at Villiers
School, I would be delighted to hear from you, and to guide you further on what Villiers has to
offer.
Kind regards from Ireland,

		Shane Hanna
International Student and IBDP Coordinator

What is the IBDP?
Established in 1968, the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) was the
first programme offered by the IB and is taught to students aged 16-19. It was created by
teachers at the International School of Geneva, with assistance from several other international schools.
The DP was established to provide students with a balanced education, facilitate geographic
and cultural mobility and to promote international understanding. The programme aims to
develop students who have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge – students who flourish
physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically.
The Diploma Programme (DP) curriculum is made up of six subject groups and the DP core,
comprising theory of knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the extended
essay. Through the Diploma Programme (DP) core, students reflect on the nature of knowledge, complete independent research and undertake a project that often involves community
service.
The IBDP is an academically rigorous programme, which offers students many opportunities
for both personal development and future study. IB curriculum is recognised by colleges and
universities worldwide.
Source: https://www.ibo.org/

Villiers School and the IBDP
In 2013, Villiers began a long but rewarding journey towards becoming an International Baccalaureate (IB) school.  Following a detailed feasibility study, the school became an IB Candidate
School for the Diploma Programme in 2015.  After IB Consultant and Verification Visits, Villiers
was officially authorised to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)
and became an IB World School in March 2017.
The International Baccalaureate is an educational experience for students that challenges
and motivates, academically and personally. The IB programme focuses on teaching students
to think critically and independently, and how to inquire with care and logic. The IB prepares
students to succeed in a world where facts and fiction merge in the news, and where asking
the right questions is a crucial skill.
IB inspires a lifelong quest for learning, infused with enthusiasm and empathy.  IB programmes
address social, emotional, and physical well-being and encourage students to become active,
compassionate, lifelong learners.
Villiers believes in a shared IB Schools philosophy: a commitment to high quality, challenging,
international education for all its students. We are supported by IB teachers and coordinators
who develop and promote the IB’s curriculums in almost 5,000 schools globally, in over 150
countries around the world.
Our first IBDP cohort graduated from Villiers School in May 2020 and included students from
Germany, Ireland, Poland and Spain. Currently, the IBDP group at Villiers includes a co-educational mix of students from Russia, Germany, Ireland, China, Hong Kong, Thailand and Saudi
Arabia.  
Villiers is the only boarding school in Ireland authorised to offer the IBDP as an international
alternative to the traditional Irish Leaving Certificate.
Students attending Villiers can choose, in consultation with the IBDP Coordinator, to study
either the Irish Leaving Certificate or the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme.
The IB programme :
•
Develops balanced, well-rounded individuals who learn to respond to challenges with
optimism and open-mindedness
•
Promotes open communication based on understanding and respect
•
Helps students become confident in their own identity
•
Joins learners together in celebration of our common humanity
•
Encourages an international perspective and contributions to a local community
Students are enabled to make ethical decisions in real-world, complex and unpredictable situations by applying what they learn in the classroom.
Source: http://www.ibo.org/
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The IB Learner Profile
Life Inquirers.
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and
research and show independence in learning.
Knowledgeable.
They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing,
they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced
range of disciplines. IB students are extraordinarily well prepared for the academic requirements of university coursework.
Thinkers.
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and
approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. IB students contribute to
discussions in a meaningful way.
Communicators.
They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than
one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly
in collaboration with others.
Principled.
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for
the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own
actions and the consequences that accompany them.
Open-minded.
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed
to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experence.
Caring.
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They
have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of
others and to the environment.
Risk-takers.
They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have
the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.
Balanced.
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve
personal well-being for themselves and others.
Reflective.
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to
assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and
personal development
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IB Approaches to Teaching

IB Approaches to Learning

Teaching through inquiry

Thinking skills

Teaching through concepts

Communication skills

Teaching developed in local and global contexts

Social skills

Teaching focused on effective teamwork and collaboration

Self-management skills

Teaching differentiated to meet the needs of all learners

Research skills

Teaching informed by assessment
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The IB Core
The Extended Essay
Theory of Knowledge
Creativity, Activity, Service

The Extended Essay (EE)
Details
• 4,000 words maximum, plus a reflection form of 500 words maximum
• In-depth study of a focused topic chosen by the student, usually related to one
of the student’s six subjects
• Presented like an academic paper with a well-formulated research question
• D grade or higher in EE is necessary to be awarded the IB Diploma
Skills
• Academic writing: a focused research question, supported arguments
• Academic honesty: citing and referencing using the Harvard style used in many
academic papers
• Research skills: independent research using physical or online resources with
limited support from supervisor
• Information skills: identifying accurate and trustworthy sources
• Time-management skills: 40+ hours of individual work, personal and school
internal deadlines

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Details
• Critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing.
• 100 hours class time required.
• TOK considers how we know what we claim to know.
• Encourages knowledge questions.
• Relates learning to real life situations.
• Shared and personal knowledge.

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
CAS is at the heart of the IBDP
Creativity
Exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or performance
Activity
Physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle
Service
Collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an
authentic need
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This page includes a guide to understanding IBDP grading, and uses a comparison to the Irish Leaving Certificate and CAO Points system, which Irish
students may be familiar with, but international students may not be.
All students are encouraged to contact the admissions office of their desired
third level institution to discuss the IB grading requirements for their desired
course of study.

CAO Points Comparison
(for Irish university entry)

Indicative equivalence with Irish Leaving Certificate Points. As a guideline, it
is anticipated that points will be awarded as follows based on the overall IB
score assuming sufficient recognised subjects are presented

IB Diploma Grading
6 Subjects - Maximum 7 points per subject
42 points
Core - Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge
3 points
Core - Creativity, Activity, Service
Requirement
Minimum points required to pass IBDP
24 points

Leaving Certificate Grade Equivalents

Maximum points available in IBDP
45 points
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IBDP Admissions
Admission to the IBDP will be determined by the IBDP team based on information
obtained with respect to:
• The potential of the applicant to benefit from the programme;
• The capacity of the programme to meet the educational needs of the applicant;
• The results of admissions tests, where applicable, including a written language
test as well as previous results from any external written assessment;
The availability of places.
(from Villiers Admission Policy)
•
•
•
•

Students must have achieved at least a B2 CEFR in English, and have the academic skills to succeed in IB Mathematics.
Level testing may be requested at the admissions stage.
There is also an interview component to IBDP admissions.
IBDP is an academically rigorous programme.

Villiers will not admit students to the IBDP who have not demonstrated the capacity
to engage with and benefit from the IBDP programme.
Successful applicants will receive written confirmation of a school place.  A non-refundable deposit of €2500 is required to confirm your place in the IBDP.  This will be
applied to the first term’s fees.

For more information on IBDP admissions, please contact:
Mrs. Susan Peña
Villiers School Admissions & Communications Manager
By email: admissions@villiers-school.com
By phone: +353-61-451447
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IBDP Villiers School
2021-2023 Subject Options
Group 1:

Language & Literature English
School Supported Self-Taught Language A (Literature SL) (Native Language)

Group 2:
French			
		German
		
English B
Group 3:
Business Management
		History
		Economics
Group 4:
Biology		
		Chemistry
		Physics
Group 5:

Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations SL

Group 6: 		
Visual Arts		
		French		
		Physics
		Chemistry		
Business Management
To augment the range of subjects available, Villiers has also established links with Pamoja
Education.
Please see http://www.pamojaeducation.com/ for further details.
Additional subjects available through Pamoja Education include:
Group 2:

French ab initio; Mandarin ab initio; Spanish ab initio; Spanish B SL

Group 3:

Business Management SL/HL; Economics SL/HL; Philosophy SL;
Psychology SL/HL; Information Technology in a Global Society SL/HL

Group 4:

Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations HL;
Mathematics: Analysis & Approaches SL/HL

Group 6:

Film SL

There will be an additional cost of €1350.00 for each subject studied via Pamoja Education and
there are limits regarding how many subjects can be studied via Pamoja Education.  There is
a late registration fee of €400.00 per subject if subjects are taken after the deadline date.
Contact Mr. Hanna for more details.
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Group 1 Language & Literature
Language A (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Language A: Language & Literature can be taken at Standard or Higher Level by students at
near-native level, whose Language A: Literature course is in another language.
Language A: Language & Literature comprises the study of a range of texts and text-types, literary and non-literary, in a variety of media and modes. It involves the close study of language
itself and its impact on meaning and message, as well as literary works which are explored
through concepts such as representation, transformation and perspective. The course aims
to develop critically literate students through engaging with further study of literary theory,
sociolinguistics, media studies and the analysis of critical discourse. Students study a range of
non-literary texts, plus four or six literary works, at SL and HL respectively. In line with the international flavour of the IB, these texts are drawn not only from the target language but promote
understanding of a range of cultures by including some in translation.  
The course is designed to complement the IB core, linking with the  CAS programme through
considered focus on global issues. The new addition of distinct areas of exploration aim to
centralise the components of the TOK course while the learner portfolio* encourages students
to reflect on approaches to learning and develop metacognitive skills.
External assessment
Paper 1: One guided analysis (SL – 20 marks, HL – 40 marks)
Choose one non-literary text at SL; write about 2 texts at HL.
Weighting 35%
SL: 1 hour 15 minutes HL: 2 hours 15 mins
Paper 2: Comparative essay (SL & HL – 20 marks)
Respond to one question chosen from 4 topics, based on two of the works studied.
Weighting SL: 35% / HL: 25%
1 hour 45 minutes
Higher Level Essay: (HL only – 20 marks)
1200-1500 words Based on a collection of texts, or one literary work.
Weighting HL: 20%
Internal assessment
Individual Oral:
SL and HL: Referring to extracts from one literary and one non-literary work, explore the global
issue of your choice (40 marks).
Weighting SL: 30% / HL: 20%
15 minutes

*Learner Portfolio: Students collect and present their writings, thought-processes and critical engagement
with texts through a written portfolio. It is informally assessed by the teacher.

| 21

Group 2 Language Acquisition
English B (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Language B English is part of Group 2 Language Acquisition and therefore has common aims
with other Group 2 Languages.  As students in the English B class, students will develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global
significance.  Students will communicate in English in a range of contexts and for a variety of
purposes, developing an awareness and appreciation of a variety of perspectives of people
from diverse cultures through the study of texts and communication tasks.  
A key aspect of the Language B programme is the development of an understanding of the
relationship between English as a language and cultures with which they are familiar. Through
inquiry, the development of language in relation to other areas of knowledge is highlighted
while providing students with opportunities for intellectual engagement and the development
of critical- and creative-thinking skills.  In so doing, students are provided with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of English, while fostering curiosity, creativity and
a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.
COURSE Outline / Overview
Students will study a selection of texts (personal, professional and mass media) including a
wide range of oral, written and visual materials.
Texts include but are not limited to:
•
single and multiple images, with or without written text
•
non-literary and literary written texts and extracts
•
broadcast media texts: films, radio and television programmes, and their scripts
•
oral texts: presentations, debates, interviews, speeches, recorded conversations, and
their transcripts
•
electronic texts that share aspects of the above areas: text messaging, web pages and
blogs, social media and video-sharing websites.
Students develop their English proficiency and conceptual understanding of language by studying the five prescribed themes: identities; experiences; human ingenuity; social organization;
sharing the planet.
*The study of two literary works originally written in the target language is a requirement at HL
Resources Required
Lord of the Flies by William Golding (HL)
2nd text: Chosen in consultation with students
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Students taking SL English B should have a level B1 (CEFR).  
Students taking HL English B should have a level B2 (CEFR).
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Assessment
Throughout the course, students are expected to communicate clearly and effectively in a
range of contexts and for a variety of purposes.  Students are expected to understand and use
language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or intercultural contexts and audiences.  
Students are expected to understand and use language to express and respond to a range of
ideas with fluency and accuracy.  Students are expected to be able to identify, organize and
present ideas on a range of topics.  Students are expected to understand, analyse and reflect
upon a range of written, audio, visual and audio-visual texts.
SL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing (1 hour 15 minutes)
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types  (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills):  Listening comprehension (45 minutes) and Reading comprehension
(1 hour)
Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading.  Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and
three written texts drawn from all five themes.
50% weighted.
SL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 7-10 minutes + 15 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a visual stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
HL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing 1 hour 30 minutes
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (1 hour) and Reading comprehension (1 hour)
Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts drawn from all five
themes.
50% weighted.
HL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 12-15 minutes + 20 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a literary stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
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Group 2 Language Acquisition
German B (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Language B German is part of Group 2 Language Acquisition and therefore has common aims
with other Group 2 Languages.  As students in the German B class, students will develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global
significance.  Students will communicate in German in a range of contexts and for a variety of
purposes, developing an awareness and appreciation of a variety of perspectives of people
from diverse cultures, through the study of texts and communication tasks.  
A key aspect of the Language B programme is the development of an understanding of the
relationship between German as a language and cultures with which they are familiar. Through
inquiry, the development of language in relation to other areas of knowledge is highlighted
while providing students with opportunities for intellectual engagement and the development
of critical and creative thinking skills.  In so doing, students are provided with a basis for further
study, work and leisure through the use of German, while fostering curiosity, creativity and a
lifelong enjoyment of language learning.
COURSE Outline/ Overview
Students will study a selection of texts (personal, professional and mass media) including a
wide range of oral, written and visual materials.
Texts include but are not limited to:
•
single and multiple images, with or without written text
•
non-literary and literary written texts and extracts
•
broadcast media texts: films, radio and television programmes, and their scripts
•
oral texts: presentations, debates, interviews, speeches, recorded conversations, and
their transcripts
•
electronic texts that share aspects of the above areas: text messaging, web pages and
blogs, social media and video-sharing websites.
Students develop their German proficiency and conceptual understanding of language by
studying the five prescribed themes: identities; experiences; human ingenuity; social organization; sharing the planet.
*The study of two literary works originally written in the target language is a requirement at HL
Resources Required
Coursebook: Deutsch im Einsatz German B for the IB Diploma.  ISBN: 978-1-108-44045-5
HL Additional Resources Required:
Tschick by Wolfgang Herrndorf
The poetry of Ingeborg Bachmann (a selection of)
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Students taking SL German B should have a level B1 (CEFR).  
Students taking HL German B should have a level B2 (CEFR).
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Assessment
Throughout the course, students are expected to communicate clearly and effectively in a
range of contexts and for a variety of purposes.  Students are expected to understand and use
language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or intercultural contexts and audiences.  
Students are expected to understand and use language to express and respond to a range of
ideas with fluency and accuracy.  Students are expected to be able to identify, organize and
present ideas on a range of topics.  Students are expected to understand, analyse and reflect
upon a range of written, audio, visual and audio-visual texts.
SL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing 1 hour 15 minutes
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (45 min) and Reading comprehension (1 hour)
Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading.  Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and
three written texts drawn from all five themes.
50% weighted.
SL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 7-10 minutes + 15 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a visual stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
HL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing 1 hour 30 minutes
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types  (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (1 hour) and Reading comprehension (1 hour)
Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts drawn from all five
themes.
50% weighted.
HL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 12-15 minutes + 20 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a literary stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
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Group 2 Language Acquisition
French B (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Language B French is part of Group 2 Language Acquisition and therefore has common aims
with other Group 2 Languages.  Language B students of French will develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance.  
In the International Baccalaureate, “language acquisition courses are designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate
successfully in an environment where the language studied is spoken.” (International Baccalaureate Organisation, 2019)
The programme of study should allow “the learner to go beyond the confines of the classroom, expanding their awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity” and
develop students’ linguistic abilities through the development of receptive, productive and
interactive skills...”  Through inquiry, the development of language in relation to other areas of
knowledge is highlighted while providing students with opportunities for intellectual engagement and the development of critical and creative thinking skills.  In so doing, students are provided with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of French while fostering
curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.
COURSE Outline/ Overview
Students will study a selection of texts (personal, professional and mass media) including a
wide range of oral, written and visual materials. Texts include but are not limited to:
•
single and multiple images, with or without written text
•
non-literary and literary written texts and extracts (The study of two literary works
originally written in the target language is a requirement at HL)
•
broadcast media texts: films, radio and television programmes, and their scripts
•
oral texts: presentations, debates, interviews, speeches, recorded conversations, and
transcripts
•
Electronic texts that share aspects of the above areas: text messaging, web pages and
blogs, social media and video-sharing websites.
Students develop their French proficiency and conceptual understanding of language by studying the five prescribed themes: identities; experiences; human ingenuity; social organization;
sharing the planet.
Resources Required
•
Coursebook: Le monde en français  ISBN:9781108440547 Author(s): Abrioux, Chrétien,
Fayaud
•
Workbook: Le monde en français  ISBN:9781108440561. Author(s): Abrioux, Chrétien,
Fayaud
HL Additional Resources Required
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Language B is a language acquisition course designed for students with some previous experience of the target language (TL). Students further develop their ability to communicate
through the study of language, themes and texts.
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Assessment
Throughout the course, students are expected to communicate clearly and effectively in a
range of contexts and for a variety of purposes.  Students are expected to understand and use
language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or intercultural contexts and audiences.  
Students are expected to understand and use language to express and respond to a range of
ideas with fluency and accuracy.  Students are expected to be able to identify, organize and
present ideas on a range of topics.  Students are expected to understand, analyse and reflect
upon a range of written, audio, visual and audio-visual texts.
SL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing 1 hour 15 minutes
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (45 minutes) and
Reading comprehension (1 hour)
Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading.  Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and
three written texts drawn from all five themes.
50% weighted.
SL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 7-10 minutes + 15 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a visual stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
HL External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing- 1 hour 30 minutes
Produce a written text (on one of the five prescribed themes) from of a choice of 3 specific text
types (e.g. article, speech, etc.)
25% weighted.
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (1 hour) and Reading comprehension (1 hour)
Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts drawn from all five
themes.
50% weighted.
HL Internal Assessment
Individual oral 12-15 minutes + 20 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a literary stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
25% weighted.
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Group 2 Language Acquisition
French ab initio (SL)
Description and Aims
Ab initio French is part of Group 2 Language Acquisition and therefore has common aims with
other Group 2 Languages.  Ab initio French students will develop international-mindedness
through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance.  In the International Baccalaureate ‘language acquisition courses are designed to provide students with
the necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where the language studied is spoken.’ (International Baccalaureate
Organisation, 2019).
The difference with the Language B course is that ab initio students should have had no prior
experience, or a very limited exposure to the language. The ab initio course can thus be considered for beginners. Therefore, it is only offered at Standard Level (SL). The aim of the course is
to develop ‘receptive, productive and interactive communicative skills [and] learn to communicate in the target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.’ (IBO, 2019)
COURSE Outline/ Overview
The ab initio course is structured like the Language B course and centered around five themes:
identity; experiences; human ingenuity; social organization; and sharing the planet. Students
will develop their proficiency in and their conceptual understanding of French by studying
these themes which are further divided into four topics each.
The students’ receptive, productive and interactive skills are developed through the study and
the writing of a selection of texts (personal, professional and mass media) and by considering
the audience, context and purpose of the text.
Texts include but are not limited to:
•
Personal: blog, email, diary, postcard
•
Professional:  brochure, formal letter, interview
•
Mass media: advertisement, article, review
Resources Required
•
Coursebook: Panorama Francophone 1  ISBN:9781108760379 Author(s): Bourdais, D.;
Finnie, S.
•
Workbook: Panorama Francophone 1  ISBN:9781108467247 Author(s): Bourdais, D.;
Finnie, S.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Ab initio is a language acquisition course designed for students with no prior experience or a
very limited exposure to the language (IBO, 2019). Students who are able to understand and
respond in the target language should consider the Language B course.
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Assessment
Throughout the course, students are expected to communicate clearly and effectively in a
range of contexts and for a variety of purposes.  Students are expected to understand and use
language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or intercultural contexts and audiences.  
Students are expected to understand and use language to express and respond to a range of
ideas with fluency and accuracy.  Students are expected to be able to identify, organize and
present ideas on a range of topics.  Students are expected to understand, analyse and reflect
upon a range of written, audio, visual and audio-visual texts.
External Assessment
Paper 1 (Productive Skills):  Writing-1 hour
Two written tasks of 70–150 words each, from a choice of three tasks, choosing a text type for
each task from among those listed in the examination instructions.
Weighting 25%
Paper 2 (Receptive Skills- Listening and Reading):  Listening comprehension (45 minutes) and
reading comprehension (1 hour)
Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts drawn from all five
themes.
Weighting 50%
Internal Assessment
Individual oral 7-10 minutes + 15 minutes of preparation
A conversation with the teacher based on a visual stimulus followed by a discussion on an
additional theme.
Weighting 25%
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Group 3 Individuals & Societies
History (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
The IB History course focusses on developing and instilling an understanding of history and
historical thought, through investigation, analysis and contextualisation. The history of the
twentieth century has been chosen as the core element of the Diploma programme as it easy
to engage with and there is a wealth of knowledge available through a variety of mediums.
Additionally, it provides an opportunity to evaluate and critically analyse a variety of sources of
historical evidence and allows for the understanding and acceptance of revisionism. Furthermore, it promotes the acquisition and understanding of historical knowledge across a wide
area of cultures and encourages independent research and opinion. It is hoped that Students
who study this course will become lifelong historians and understand the world we live in from
a variety of perspectives.
Course Outline/ Overview
The core content focuses on the following twentieth century world history topics:
HL & SL
•
The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century)
•
Authoritarian states (20th century)
•
A detailed study of Apartheid South Africa and the Civil Rights Movement in the USA.
Additional HL
The History of Europe:
•
Inter-war domestic developments in European States (1918–1939)
•
Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945)
•
The Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924–2000)
Practical Scheme of Work
Prescribed and other practical activities are completed throughout the two year DP to aid
understanding and develop an appreciation of historical perspectives. History students will, in
addition to historical knowledge, develop the ability to understand and deconstruct complex
texts, the confidence to read texts in the English language, an appreciation of the importance
of extensive research, the ability and desire to write analytically, the ability to evaluate evidence critically and the ability to write fluidly in the English language.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Successful completion of Junior Cycle higher level English (or equivalent) is required to complete the IBDP Higher or Standard Level History course. Students need to be able to write
coherently in advanced English and be capable of analyzing and contextualizing facts. Mere
understanding or recounting of facts is not sufficient.
Resources Required
•
Rights and Protest: IB History Course Book: Oxford IB Diploma Programme, Peter Clinton and Author Mark Rogers
•
Authoritarian States: IB History Course Book: Oxford IB Diploma Programme, Brian
Gray, Mariam Habibi, Sanjay Perera, and Verity Aylward
•
The Cold War - Superpower Tensions and Rivalries: IB History Course Book: Oxford IB
Diploma Programme, Alexis Mamaux
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Assessment
The Internal Assessment enables students to embark on individual historical investigation, on a
topic of the students’ choosing, focusing on research and analytical skills.
This constitutes 20% (HL) / 25% (SL) of students’ final grade.
SL Internal Assessment
Historical Investigation
Weighting 25%
SL External Assessment
Written examinations:
Rights & Protest (4 source documents) - Weighting 35%
World History (2 essays) - Weighting 45%
HL Internal Assessment
Historical Investigation - Weighting 20%
HL External Assessment
Written examinations:
Rights & Protest (4 source documents) - Weighting 20%
World History (2 essays) - Weighting 25%
Europe (3 Essays) - Weighting 35%
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Group 3 Individuals & Societies
Business Management (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
“The business management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of business management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools and
techniques.”   (www.ibo.org)
Through the study of Business and Management students learn to analyse, discuss and evaluate business activities at local, national and international levels. Through the exploration of
six concepts (change, culture, ethics, globalization, innovation and strategy), the course allows
students to develop a holistic understanding of the modern business environment. The conceptual learning is firmly anchored in business management theories, tools and techniques and
placed in the context of real world examples and case studies.
According to the IBO (2017) the aims of the business management course at HL and SL are to:
1. encourage a holistic view of the world of business
2. empower students to think critically and strategically about individual and organizational behaviour
3. promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives
4. enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local,
regional and global context
5. promote awareness of the importance of environmental, social and ethical factors in
the actions of individuals and organizations
6. develop an understanding of the importance of innovation in a business environment.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
While this course requires no initial understanding or previous study of Business having studied
Junior Certificate Business Studies (or its equivalent) or studying Business in ITY would be a
useful pre-requisite. However, you do not need to have ever previously studied Business to be
able to do well in DP Business and Management.
Course Outline/ Overview
Year 1:
•
Business Organization and Management: Introduction to business management,
Types of organizations, Organizational objectives, Stakeholders, External Environment,
Growth and evolution, Organisational planning tools.
•
Human Resource Management:Functions and evolution of HRM, Organizational structure, Leadership and management, Motivation, Organizational culture.
•
Finance and Accounts: Sources of finance, Costs and revenues, Break-even analysis,
Final accounts.
•
Operations Management: The role of operations management, Production methods,
Lean production and quality management.
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Year 2:
•
Marketing: The role of marketing, Marketing planning, Sales forecasting, Market
research, The four Ps, The extended marketing mix of the seven Ps, International marketing, E-commerce.
•
Internal assessment: Internal assessment for HL students is a research project and for
SL students a written commentary.
•
Finance and Accounts: Profitability and liquidity ratio analysis, Efficiency ratio analysis,
Cash flow, Investment appraisal, Budgets, Industrial / Employee relations.
•
Operations Management: Location, Production planning, Research and development,
Crisis management and contingency planning.
Resources Required
Textbook: Business Management (2014 edition) Lomine, Muchena, & Pierce; Oxford.
Internal Assessment
Enables students to demonstrate the application of their skills and knowledge.
HL:  Written Research Project. (30 hours / 2,000 words)
Students must design & undertake research that addresses an issue facing a business organisation.
Weighting 25%
SL: Written Commentary. (15 hours / 1,500 words)
Students select and examine a real business issue or problem.
Weighting 25%
External Assessment
HL:
Paper 1 (2 hours 15 minutes)
Weighting 35%
Paper 2 = (2 hours 15 minutes)
Weighting 40%
SL:
Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes)
Weighting 30%
Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes)
Weighting 45%
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Group 3 Individuals & Societies
Economics (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Economics is an exciting, dynamic subject that allows students to develop an understanding
of the complexities and interdependence of economic activities in a rapidly changing world.
At the heart of economic theory is the problem of scarcity. While the world’s population has
unlimited needs and wants, there are limited resources to satisfy these needs and wants. As a
result of this scarcity, choices have to be made.
The Economics course, at both SL and HL, uses economic theories to examine the ways in
which these choices are made:
•
At the level of producers and consumers in individual markets (microeconomics).
•
At the level of the government and the national economy (macroeconomics).
•
At an international level where countries are becoming increasingly interdependent
through international trade and the movement of labour and capital (the global economy).
The aims of the Economics course at SL and HL are to enable students to:
•
Develop a critical understanding of a range of economic theories, models, ideas and
tools in the areas of microeconomics, macroeconomics and the global economy.
•
Apply economic theories, models, ideas and tools and analyse economic data to understand and engage with real-world economic issues and problems facing individuals and
societies
•
Develop a conceptual understanding of individuals’ and societies’ economic choices,
interactions, challenges and consequences of economic decision-making.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
While this course requires no initial understanding or previous study of Economics, having
studied Junior Certificate Business Studies (or its equivalent) or studying Economics in ITY
would be a useful pre-requisite. You do not, however, need to have previously studied Business
to be able to do well in DP Economics.
Course Outline/ Overview
Unit 1: Introduction to economics
Topics include: What is economics; How do economists approach the world?

Internal Assessment
SL:
Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different units of the syllabus
(excluding the introductory unit) and on published extracts from the news media.
Weighting 30%
HL:
Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different units of the syllabus
(excluding the introductory unit) and on published extracts from the news media.
Weighting 20%

Unit 2: Microeconomics
Topics include but are not limited to: Demand; Supply; Competitive Market Equilibrium; Behavior of Consumers and Producers; Elasticity of Demand; Elasticity of Supply.

External Assessment
SL:
2 Papers (an extended response paper and a data response paper)
Weighting 70%

Unit 3: Macroeconomics
Topics include but are not limited to: Measuring Economic Activity and Illustrating its Variations; Variations in Economic Activity; Aggregate Demand; Aggregate Supply.

HL:
3 Papers (an extended response paper, a data response paper and a policy paper)
Weighting 80%

Unit 4: The global economy
Topics include but are not limited to: Benefits of International Trade; Types of Trade Protection;
Arguments For and Against Trade Control/ Protection; Economic Integration
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Group 4 Sciences
Biology (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
By studying Biology in the DP, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms,
it is the emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that characterises the
sciences. Teachers provide students with opportunities to design investigations, collect data,
develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and communicate their findings.
The aims of the DP Biology course are to enable students to:
•
appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through stimulating
and challenging opportunities
•
acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and
technology
•
apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science
and technology
•
develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information
•
develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration
and communication during scientific activities
•
develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including the use of current
technologies
•
develop and apply 21st century communication skills in the study of science
•
become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical implications of using science
and technology
•
develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology
•
develop an understanding of the relationship between scientific disciplines and their
influence on other areas of knowledge.
Course Outline/ Overview
Core Topics
•
Cell Biology					
•
Molecular Biology
•
Genetics
•
Ecology				
•
Evolution & Biodiversity
•
Human Physiology
Additional Topics at HL
•
Nucleic acids
•
Metabolism, Cell respiration & photosynthesis
•
Plant biology
•
Genetics and evolution
•
Animal physiology
Practical Scheme of Work
•
Prescribed and other Practical activities
•
Individual Investigation
•
Group 4 Project
Option
•
Human Physiology
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Practical Scheme of Work
Prescribed and other practical activities are completed throughout the two year DP to aid in
understanding and develop an appreciation for the scientific method.
The individual investigation is carried out by students on a topic of their choosing, it includes
both a practical and write up and accounts for 20% of the students final grade.  
The group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from both Biology and Chemistry
classes, within the school work together. It allows for concepts and perceptions from across
disciplines to be shared while appreciating the environmental, social and ethical implications
of science and technology. It can be practically or theoretically based and aims to develop an
understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and their influence on other
areas. The emphasis is on interdisciplinary cooperation and the scientific processes.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Successful completion of Junior Certificate Higher Level Science or equivalent is required to
complete the IBDP Higher Level Biology course.
Resources required
ALLOTT, A. & MINDOFF, D., eds 2014. Oxford IB Diploma Programme Biology. Oxford: University
Press.
External Assessment (Weighting 80%)
Paper 1
HL - 40 multiple choice questions (1 hour)
SL - 30 multiple choice questions (45 minutes)
Paper 2
Data based, short answer and extended response questions
HL (2 hours 15 minutes)
SL (1 hour 15 minutes)
Paper 3
Data based, short answer and extended response questions
HL (1 hour 15 minutes)
SL (1 hour)
Internal Assessment (Weighting 20%)
Investigation and Write up (6-12 pages)
SL or HL (10 hours)
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Group 4 Sciences
Chemistry (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
The course consists of a core foundation of essential chemical concepts, including quantitative
chemistry, atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding theory, chemical kinetics, energetics and equilibria, theories of acids and bases, redox chemistry, introductory organic chemistry
and instrumental analysis. In many instances these topics are illustrated with examples drawn
from environmental, industrial, medicinal and biological chemistry.
The theory is illustrated with a wide range of experimental work designed to train students in a
variety of core chemistry laboratory skills as well as proper experimental design, data collection and processing. The five approaches to learning (developing thinking skills, social skills,
communication skills, self-management skills and research skills) along with the six approaches
to teaching (teaching that is inquiry-based, conceptually focused, contextualized, collaborative, differentiated and informed by assessment) encompass the key values and principles that
underpin IB pedagogy. [2014 IBDP Chemistry subject guide, p.4]
Through studying Biology, Chemistry or Physics, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide
variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that
characterises these subjects.
The aims enable students, through the overarching theme of the nature of science, to:
•
appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through stimulating
and challenging opportunities
•
acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science and
technology
•
apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science
and technology
•
develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesise scientific information
•
develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration
and communication during scientific activities
•
develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including the use of current
technologies
•
develop and apply 21st-century communication skills in the study of science
•
become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical implications of using science
and technology
•
develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology
•
develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and their
influence on other areas of knowledge.
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Topics covered
Core topics
•
Stoichiometric relationships
•
Atomic structure
•
Periodicity
•
Chemical bonding and structure
•
Energetics/thermochemistry
•
Chemical kinetics
•
Equilibrium
•
Acids and bases
•
Redox processes
•
Organic chemistry
•
Measurement and data processing
Additional topics at higher level
•
Atomic structure
•
The periodic table—the transition metals
•
Chemical bonding and structure
•
Energetics/thermochemistry
•
Chemical kinetics
•
Equilibrium
•
Acids and bases
•
Redox processes
•
Organic chemistry
•
Measurement and analysis
Options
•
Materials
•
Biochemistry
•
Energy
•
Medicinal chemistry
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Group 4 Sciences
Physics (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself from the smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies. International
Baccalaureate Physics programme is a two-year rigorous pre-university course which is internationally well recognised. The focus of this programme is to impart in students the knowledge
and skills required to excel in their university studies. By design, this course allows students to
experience the challenges which are normally felt at undergraduate level. The course introduces the students to scientific methods and techniques which are needed for scientific investigations. Students are made aware of the moral and ethical social responsibility in the use of
scientific knowledge. Students are encouraged to understand the relationship between the
various scientific disciplines and carry out an interdisciplinary project. Practical investigations
are an integral part of the curriculum. Students are required to research a scientific problem,
develop hypothesis, design an experiment, conduct investigations and draw conclusions.
Special emphasis is given to manipulative skills required to carry out scientific investigations.
Student assessment is conducted both externally through written examination and internally
by means of practical investigations and an interdisciplinary project. The aims of the DP Physics
course are to enable students to:
•
appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through stimulating
and challenging opportunities
•
acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science and
technology
•
apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science
and technology
•
develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information
•
develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration
and communication during scientific activities
•
develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including the use of current
technologies
•
develop and apply 21st century communication skills in the study of science
•
become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical implications of using science
and technology
•
develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology
•
develop an understanding of the relationship between scientific disciplines and their
influence on other areas of knowledge.
Course Outline/ Overview
Core Topics
•
Measurements and uncertainties
•
Mechanics
•
Thermal physics
•
Waves
•
Electricity and magnetism
•
Circular motion and gravitation
•
Atomic, nuclear and particle physics
•
Energy production
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Additional Topics at HL
•
Wave phenomena
•
Fields
•
Electromagnetic induction  
•
Quantum and nuclear physics
Practical Scheme of Work
•
Prescribed and other practical activities
•
Individual Investigation
•
Group 4 Project
Option (Choice of 1 out of 4)
•
Relativity
•
Engineering physics
•
Imaging
•
Astrophysics
Practical Scheme of Work
Prescribed and other practical activities are completed throughout the two year DP to aid in
understanding and develop an appreciation for the scientific method.
The individual investigation is carried out by students on a topic of their choosing, it includes
both a practical and write up and accounts for 20% of the students final grade.  
The group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from the Physics, Biology and
Chemistry classes, within the school work together. It allows for concepts and perceptions
from across disciplines to be shared while appreciating the environmental, social and ethical
implications of science and technology. It can be practically or theoretically based and aims to
develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and their influence
on other areas. The emphasis is on interdisciplinary cooperation and the scientific processes.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
Successful completion of Junior Certificate Higher Level Science or equivalent is required to
complete the IBDP Higher Level Physics course.
Resources required
Bowen-Jones , M. & Homer, D., eds 2014. Oxford IB Diploma Programme Physics. Oxford:
University Press
External Assessment (Weighting 80%)
Paper 1
HL - 40 multiple choice questions (1 hour)
SL - 30 multiple choice questions (45 minutes)
Paper 2
Data based, short answer and extended response questions
HL (2 hours 15 minutes)
SL (1 hour 15 minutes)
Paper 3
Data based, short answer and extended response questions
HL (1 hour 15 minutes)
SL (1 hour)
Internal Assessment (Weighting 20%)
Investigation and Write up (6-12 pages)
SL or HL (10 hours)
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Group 5 Mathematics
Applications & Interpretations (SL)
Description and Aims
This course recognises the increasing role that Mathematics and technology play in a diverse
range of fields in a data rich world. As such, it emphasises the meaning of Mathematics in
context by focusing on topics that are often used as applications or in mathematical modelling.
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretations will develop mathematical thinking, often in the
context of a practical problem and will use technology to justify conjectures.  
•
Develop a curiosity and enjoyment of Mathematics and appreciate its’ elegance &
power
•
Develop an understanding of the concepts, principles and nature of Mathematics
•
Communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a variety of contexts
•
Develop logical and creative thinking and patience and persistence in problem solving
to instil confidence in using Mathematics
•
Employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization
•
Take action to apply and transfer skills to alternative situations to other areas of knowledge and to future developments in their local and global communities
•
Appreciate how developments in technology and Mathematics influence each other
•
Appreciate the moral, social and ethical questions arising from the work of mathematicians and the applications of Mathematics
•
Appreciate the universality of Mathematics and its’ multicultural, international and
historical perspectives
•
Appreciate the contribution of Mathematics to other disciplines and as a particular
“area of knowledge” in the TOK course  
•
Develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others
•
Independently and collaboratively extend their understanding of Mathematics
Course outline
1. Number and Algebra - 16 teaching hours  
2. Functions - 31 teaching hours
3. Geometry and Trigonometry - 18 teaching hours
4. Statistics and Probability - 36 teaching hours
5. Calculus - 19 teaching hours
6. The “toolkit” and Mathematical exploration - 30 teaching hours
External Assessment
Paper 1 (90 minutes) - Technology required.
Compulsory short response questions based on the syllabus (80 marks)
Weighting 40%
Paper 2 (90 minutes) - Technology required.
Compulsory extended response questions based on the syllabus (80 marks)
Weighting 40%
Internal Assessment
Internal Assessment in mathematics is an individual exploration. This is a piece of written work
that involves investigating an area of Mathematics approximately 12-20 pages long. (20 marks)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the
end of the course.  Weighting 20%
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Prior knowledge*
1. Topic 1: Numbers and Algebra
•
Number systems: N, Z, Q, R
•
Système International (SI) units for mass, time, length and their derived units e.g.
speed, area and volume
•
Rounding, decimal approximations and significant figures including appreciation of
errors
•
Definition and elementary treatment of absolute value |a|
•
Use of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division using integers, decimal and
fractions, including order of operations
•
Prime numbers, factors and multiples
•
Simple applications of ratio, percentage and proportion
•
Manipulation of algebraic expressions, including factorisation and expansion
•
Rearranging formulae
•
Calculating the numerical value of expressions by substitution
•
Use of inequalities and intervals on the real number line.
•
Expression of numbers in scientific notation
•
Familiarity with commonly accepted world currencies
•
Solution of linear equations and inequalities
•
Solution of quadratic equation
•
Solving systems of linear equations in two variables
•
Concept and basic notation of sets. Operations on sets:union and intersection
2. Topic 2: Functions
•
Graphing linear and quadratic functions using technology
•
Mapping of elements of one set to another. Illustration by means of sets of ordered
pairs tables, diagrams and graphs
3. Topic 3: Geometry and Trigonometry
•
Pythagoras Theorem and its converse
•
Mid point of a line segment and distance between two points on a Cartesian plane
•
Geometric concepts: point, line, plane, angle
•
Angle measurement in degrees, compass directions
•
The triangle sum theorem
•
Right angle trigonometry including simple applications for solving triangles
•
Three figure bearings
•
Simple geometric transformations: translation, reflection, rotation enlargement
•
The circle, its centre and radius, area and circumference. The terms diameter, are,
sector, chord, tangent, segment
•
Perimeter and area of plane figures. Properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, parallelograms, rhombi, rectangles, squares, kites and trapezoids; compound shapes
•
Familiarity with 3-D shapes (prisms, pyramids, spheres, cylinders, cones)
•
Volumes and surface areas of cuboids, prisms cylinders and compound 3-D shapes
4. Topic 4: Statistics and Probability
•
The collection of data and its representation in bar charts, pie charts, micrograms
and line graphs
•
Obtaining simple statistics from discrete data including mean, mode, median, range
•
Calculating probabilities of simple events
•
Venn diagrams for sorting data
•
Three diagrams
5. Topic 5: Calculus
6. Speed = Distance/Time
Level testing in Mathematics is included in the application process.
For suitable candidates, Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations is available at Higher
Level through Pamoja Education (additional fee).
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Group 6
Visual Arts (SL or HL)
Description and Aims
The Diploma Programme Visual Arts course enables students to engage in practical exploration and artistic production, and in contextual, visual and critical investigation.  In addition
to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts,
students are expected to engage with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary
practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on to further study of
visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment through
visual arts.
Course Outline/Overview
IB Visual Arts is a two-year course where the students work with a variety of materials and
concepts, exploring their own art making practice and developing an understanding of other
art forms and artists. Emphasis will be on expanding student understanding of communication
in the arts, understanding how art production reflects both their own and others’ worlds, ideas
and experiences while developing a body of work that is personally meaningful. A sketchbook
is mandatory for recording ideas, process work, art criticism, visual explorations, as well as the
further development of technical skills. Field trips to galleries and/or artists’ studios are a part
of the curriculum.
Prior Learning/Pre-requisites
While this course requires no initial understanding or previous study of Visual Arts, having
studied Junior Certificate Art or studying Art in ITY would be a useful pre-requisite.
Resources Required
Students will be given an art materials/equipment list at the beginning of the academic year.
Assessment Objectives
Having followed the Visual Arts course at SL or HL, students will be expected to:
Assessment objective 1:
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of specified content.
a. Identify various contexts in which the Visual Arts can be created and presented
b. Describe artwork from differing contexts and identify the ideas, conventions and techniques employed by the art-makers
c. Recognise the skills, techniques, media, forms and processes associated with the visual
arts
d. Present work, using Visual Arts language, as appropriate to intentions
Assessment objective 2:
Demonstrate application and analysis of knowledge and understanding.
a. Express concepts, ideas and meaning through visual communication
b. Analyse artworks from a variety of different contexts
c. Apply knowledge and understanding of skills, techniques, media, forms and processes
related to art-making
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Assessment objective 3:
Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation.
a. Critically analyse and discuss artworks create by themselves and others and articulate
an informed and personal response
b. Formulate personal intentions for the planning, development and making of artworks
that consider how meaning can be conveyed to an audience
c. Demonstrate the use of critical reflection to highlight success and failure in order to
progress work
d. Evaluate how and why art-making evolves and justify the choices made in their own
visual practice
Assessment objective 4:
Select, use and apply a variety of appropriate skills and techniques.
a. Experiment with different media, materials and techniques in art-making
b. Make appropriate choices in the selection of images, media, materials and techniques
in art-making
c. Demonstrate technical proficiency in the use and application of skills, techniques, media, images, forms and processes
d. Produce a body of resolved and unresolved artworks as appropriate to intentions
External Assessment
Comparative Study
Weighting 20%     
Students analyse and compare artworks by different artists. This independent critical and contextual investigation explores artworks, objects and artefacts from differing cultural contexts.
Process Portfolio    
Weighting 40%    
Students submit carefully selected materials which evidence their experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual arts activities during the two-year
course.
Internal Assessment
Exhibition     
Weighting 40%    
Students submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from their exhibition. The
selected pieces should show evidence of their technical accomplishment during the visual arts
course and an understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practices appropriate to visual
communication.
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IBDP Fees 2021-2023
Ireland

IBDP Scholarship

IBDP Fees 2021-2023
EU

Join Villiers expanding International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme with a scholarship
worth 2000 EUR (over 2 years).  Villiers IBDP Scholarships will be awarded to high calibre
students to study full-time in Ireland for a period of two years.  It is expected that a total of two
scholarships will be awarded for the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 20212023, to one internal applicant and one external applicant.
Application process for IBDP Scholarship 2021-2023
Applications should include a formal letter written by the student, detailing their rationale for
choosing the IB program and their future academic, personal and professional goals.  The letter
should be approximately six hundred words or two A4 pages in length.
Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed under the following headings:       
•
Academic, personal and creative excellence.
•
Communication skills.
•
Extra-curricular activities (example: humanitarian work, politics-local, arts, sports).
•
Rationale for studying the IB Diploma Programme in Ireland.

IBDP Fees 2021-2023
Non-EU
(please contact us)
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Terms & Conditions
•
Eligible external applicants should be aged 16 by September 2021.
•
Applications will be considered from all nationalities, ensuring a mix of cultures within
the IBDP cohort. Villiers will also seek to ensure that, overall, there is gender-balance in
the IBDP cohort.
•
Villiers will award a scholarship fund to the successful scholarship recipient amounting
to a total of 2000 EUR over two study years. The fund will be deducted in two stages –
1000 EUR per tuition year from the total boarding and tuition fees payable.
•
Closing Date for receipt of scholarship applications is 5pm (Irish time) on Monday 31st
May, 2021.
•
Successful students are to commence IBDP studies in August 2021.
•
An official awarding of the scholarship will take place during the School’s annual Prize
Day.
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